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that the party who had justice on his side was 
about to be sold out, having been deprived of jus- 
tice for four years, and was ina desperate condi- 
tion. That was but one case. He knew not how 
many cases there were ofa similarcharacter. He | 
thought the House should take the subject into | 
consideration and adopt some system, if it were 
ossible, by which these judges could be constrain- 
ed to greater progress, or be enabled to make greater 
progress, (as it was said they were now unable to 
do.) For his part, he found that the increasing | 
the length of the terms which they held had not 
increased the number of cases disposed of. He 
went into some details to show the fact, that the 
despatch of business was not as great before that 
court now as formerly. 


Now, it was of the utmost moment to the State 


which he had the honor in part to represent that | 


they should have the circuit judges go there; and | 


he was in doubt whether it was of more importance 
to have the Supreme Court deciding here or going 
into the circuit of Mississippi. But he thought it 
was better that they should go on here and attempt 
to clear the docket. With this object he moved 
the amendment of one year. If adopted, it would 
enable this Congress—upon whom he thought was 
devolved the duty—to change the judiciary system 
within that time. 
that much of that which was said by the gentle- 
man from Missouri was true. 


they would never again attend to circuit court du- 


ties; and the result would be that we should have | 


nine judges for life fastened upon this Government. 


But on account of the largeness of the docket he | 
was willing to relieve them from the performance | 
of circuit duties for one year, hoping that there 


would be a reform in our judicial system. 


He suggested a change in the places for holding | 


the court, and suggested that it should sit in two 


different places of the Union for the accommoda- | 


tion of suitors and parties of the legal profession. 


He also intimated that Washington, during the | 
excitement of a session of Congress, was less fa- | 


vorable for the despatch of business than any other 
place would be. e suggested a reconstruction of 
the court itself, but reserved the expression of his 
opinion on that point until a promised bill to reform 


the Judiciary should come up for discussion, and || 


concluded by urging the adoption of his amend- 
ment. 


Mr. VINTON said this was not a bill, he || 
thought, for the relief of the Supreme Court, but | 


for the relief of its suitors. He could bear testi- 


mony to the truthfulness of the remarks of the | 


gentleman from Mississippi. He had a cause on 
the docket himself, which had been there for 
three years without being reached; and this fact, 


he was of opinion, was an inducement with some |, s s 
Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- | 


parties to carry up their cases, as thereby they 
availed themselves of the delay which an appeal 
produced. To appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States was in many cases an absolute 


denial of justice, and something should be done to || 
( If one year would be | 
sufficient to enable the judges to dispose of the || 


remedy the existing evil. 


business on the docket, he should be content to 
adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi; but he believed the number of cases was 
one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL. After disposing of 
ene that would be disposed of during the present 
erm. 

Mr. VINTON had excluded those decided 
during the present term, which were about forty 
in number. To dispose of those, however, the 
court had sat since the first Monday in December; 
and at that rate he feared one year would not be 
Sufficient to dispose of those which remained. 
_Mr. CLINGMAN moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded; and, under its opera- 
oo the amendment of Mr. Tuompson was agreed 
0, 

The question was then put on the substitute for 
the bill which was offered on a previous day by 

r. Bown, and it was rejected. 


For himself, he was convinced | 


lf we once relieved | 
the Supreme Court judges from circuit court at- | 
tendance, even for a limited time, he was afraid || 
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The bil! was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, was read 
a third time. ; 

And the question being “Shall this bill pass ?”’ 

The yeas and nays were ordered, anc ‘ being | 
taken, resulted as follows: 4 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Green Adams, Barrow, Bavly, 
Redinger, Bocock, Boydon, Brodhead, Brady, Bridges, Burt, 
Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Cocke, Conger, Cranston, Dickev. Dixon, Duer, Garnett 
Dunean, Dunn, Eckert, Edsall, Embree, Nathan Evans, 
Farrelly, Freedley, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Giddings, Goggin, 
Green, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Harris, Henry, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Inge, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, John W. Jones, Daniel P. 
King, Levin, McLane, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, 
Palfrey, Pendleton, Petrie, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Julius Rockwell, Rumsey, St. John, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Traman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strohm, Strong, Thibo- 
deaux, Tavlor, Jacob Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, | 
John B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, | 
Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wood- 
ward—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beale, Birdsall. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Charles Brown, Buckner, Collins, Crozier, Donnell, Feath- 
erston, Ficklin, Fisher, Fries, Gott, Moses Hampton, Henley, 
Hill, Elias B. Holmes, George S. Houston, Charles J. Inger 
soll, Jenkins, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kel- 
logg. Kennon, Lahm, Sidney Lawrence. Leffler, Lincoln, 
Lord, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McKay. Mann, 





Miller, Morris, Murphy, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Pevton, || 


Pollock, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Root, 
Sawver, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, 
; and Wick—60. 


So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate for 
concurrence. 


The following is the bill as it passed: 

A BILL supplemental to the act entitled “ An act concern- 
ing the Supreme Court of the United States,’ approved 
June 17, 1874, 

Be it enacted, §c., That for and during the term of one 
year from the passing of this act, it shall not be the duty of 
the Justices of the Supreme Court to attend anv circuit 
court, and the business of the Supreme Court shall receive 
the undivided attention of the Justices of the Supreme Court, 
with power to adjourn from time to time, and to hold their 
sittings at such times and with such intervals as the pressure 
of business may permitand require: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to take away the right 
of any Justice of the Supreme Court, in his diseretion, to 
attend any terms of the proper circuit court which may have 
| heen designated for him, whenever in his opinion the public 
interest may require it, and his attendance at the Supreme 
Court may, without injury or inconvenience, be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX moved to suspend the 
rules, to enable him to move to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the bill relating to 
the collection district of New Orleans, and for 


other purposes. Aves 89, noes 58. Two-thirds 


agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY, previous notice having been 
given, introduced a bill requiring all moneys re- 
| cetvable from customs, and from all other sources. 


any abatement or deduction, and for other pur- 
poses. Read and referred. 


|| merce, reported a bill to provide for the ventilation 
|| of passenger vessels, and for other purposes. Read 
|| and committed. 
duce a joint resolution, of which previous notice 
had been given, giving the thanks of Congress to 
Brigadier General Price and Colonel Alexander 
W. Doniphan. 

It being objected to— 

Mr. HALL moved to suspend the rules, on 


| —yeas 93, nays 55. Two-thirds not voting in the 
| affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 

| Mr. COCKE asked leave to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution: 


| they are hereby, directed to report to this House a suitable 
|| joint resolution awarding gold medals to such officers or sol- 
diers of the army as have distinguished themselves in the 





| 

Ht pliment at the hands of Congress. 

|| _ Objection being made, Mr. COCKE moved to 
|| suspend the rules; which motion being agreed to, 


| 


| the resolution was received. 


i 


| Mr.COCKE moved the previous question, which 


|| was seconded; and, under its operation, the reso- 


!} lution was adopted. 





not voting in the affirmative, the motion was not | 


to be paid immediately into the treasury, without | 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked leave to intro- | 


which the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and | 


war with Mexico, and who should receive this marked com- | 





PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Senies.....No. 2k. 


Mr. HILL, previous notice having been given, 
introduced a bill to increase the pay of the private 
soldiers engaged in the war with Mexico. Read 
and referred. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, presented a joint reso- 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, 


for a mail route between Blairsville and Mount 
Yonah. 


Mr. CABELL presented sundry resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Florida on various 
subjects; which were appropriately referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Mechanicsburg, in Giles county, Virginia, to 
Perry’s Store, in the county of Tazewell, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. LORD asked leave to introduce a resolution 
directing the Commissioner of Patents to cause an 
eXamination to be made of all the models in his 
department of metallic air-tight coffins for trans- 
portation of bodies, and report the result thereof 
to the House without delay. 

It being objected to— 

Mr. LORD moved to suspend the rules; but be- 
fore the question was taken, 

ry . 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, March 6, 1848. 


Mr. DICKINSON rose, and stated that he was 
| not much in the habit of troubling the Senate with 
complaints as to the manner in which his remarks 
| were reported. But he felt it due to himself to 
| correct a misapprehension which had found its 
way into some newspapers published at a distance. 
It would be recollected that he presented, a day or 
two ago, some resolutions adopted at a mass meet- 
ing held at Saratoga, which he had designated the 
old battle-grounds of the Revolution. In some 
papers it had been erroneously represented that 
these resolutions breathed a spirit of opposition to 
the war with Mexico. Instead of this, the very 
reverse was the fact, as they were approbatory of 
the war. Although the resolutions would speak 
for themselves, he had deemed it proper publicly 
to notice the error. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
John Erickson, asking compensation for services 
rendered as engineer in planning and superintend- 

| ing the construction of the steam machinery of the 
United States steamer Princeton; which was refer- 


‘| red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of New Jersey, affirming the declaration 
of the sentiments of the Chicago convention, in 

| favor of the improvement of the harbors and navi- 
gable rivers of the country through the action of 
the General Government; which was laid on the 
'| table, and ordered to be printed. 


'| Mr. FOOTE presented a petition from the heirs 
|| of Colonel James Mayson, asking compensation 
| for the services of said Tesecs during the revolu- 

tionary war; which was referred to the Committee 
‘| on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also a petition from Volney E. Howard and 
| others, asking to be relieved from certain bonds 
held against them by the United States in payment 
for certain lands which had been previously lo- 
cated; which was referred to the Eamets on 
Claims. ; 
| Also, a petition from Luke Lea and David Shel- 
| ton, asking for a grant of land in Mississippi, for 
\| the purpose of experimenting on turpentine; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a peti- 
| tion from certain enlisted men of the Ordnance 
| corps, asking to be placed on the same footing in 
| reference to reénlistments as other soldiers; which 


|| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
|| Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 

Ambrose H. Abbott and others, citizens of Maine, 
| asking the establishment of a mail route from Ban- 
| gor to Augusta, through Frankfort, Monroe, &. ; 


| 


| 
i 
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which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from Moses 
D. Hyams and others, asking~to be allowed to 
change the name of a vessel from ** Roger Bon- 
temps’’to Paimetio; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from James 
F. Haliday and other printers of the District of 
Columbia, asking the establishment of a national 
printing office at the seat of Government, 

Mr. BENTON described this petition as ema- 
nating from persons who were practical printers; 
and they also set forth in the petition the reasons 
on which their application was grounded, Their 
opinions were of great value in a practical point of 
view. Hewas not well informed as to the man- 
ner in which the printing for the British Parlia- 
ment was given out, but he would say, that in its 
type and paper, in its reneral execution, and the 
form in which it appeared, it was superior to any 
other printing in the world. I, was presented in 
a handsome form, very unlike to our thick, un- 
wieldly octavo volumes. He had taken a volume 
out of the Library, for the purpose of exhibiting 
it to the Senate. Senators would see at once the 
difference between that and the mode in which the 
printing of Congress is executed. Let Senators 
feel the weight of the volume—tt is like lead in its 
compactness and solidity. Here the mechanic arts 
had reached as high a state of perfection as in any 
country. We have as good printers and binders 
as can be found on the face of the earth; and he 
thought the subject of the petition in his hands 
was one well worthy the serious consideration of 
the Senate. 

He would ask that the volume he held in his 
hand should be sent, with the memorial, to the 
Committee on Printing, in order that an expres- 
sion might be obtained of the views of the Com- 
mittee, as to any improvement which could be 
introduced in our present system. And as the 


memorial was full of sound and practical views, he | 


would ask that it be printed. 
The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Grice. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of subseribing for — copies 
of the battle-fields and route of operations of General Scott 
in the valley of Mexico, drawn by Captain McClellan, of 
the Topographical Engineers, United States army. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of Executive business at 
twenty minutes past twelve o’clock, and remained 
therein to the usual hour; the doors were then 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, March 7, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. GAYLE, by leave, presented the memorial 
of the Mobile and Ohto Railroad Company, and of 


the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, and | 


Kentucky, asking the right of way over the pub- 
lic lands, and a grant of public lands to aid said 
company. Referred to the Commitice on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. PUTNAM, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Buildings and 
Grounds be instructed to examine and determine whether, 
in their opinion, the Hall of Representatives is sufficiently 
ventilated with respect to the health of its members, and, if 
not, that they inquire into the expediency of having such 
ventilation made as may be deemed necessary and proper, 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. RICHEY, 


Resotved, ‘That the papers on file in the Clerk’s office in 


the case of Arthur Taggart, and with the additional evidence | 


taken therein, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the following wo- ‘is, to wit: “ Provided, 
‘That when debate is closed by order of the House, any 
member shall be allowed in committee five minutes to 
explain any amendment he may offer,” in the 34th rule of 
this House, be and the same is hereby abolished. 


Being objected to, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Joseph 
R. Brown. Laid on the table. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 


reported a bill to remit the duties upon certain 
goods destroyed by fire in the city of New York. 
tead and committed. 


Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Harding, and 
a bill for the relief of Emanuel Berri and John M. 
Keese. Read and committed. 


Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an adverse report upon the petition 
of Frederick Hall. Laid on the table. 


Mr. STEPHENS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the House bill granting to the 
Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Railroad Company 
the alternate sections of the public lands along the 
route of the contemplated roads on certain condi- 
tions, reported it back to the House with amend- 
ments. Read and committed. 


SOLDIERS’ BOUNTY LAND. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill to amend an act entitled 
** An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force, and for other purposes,”’ approved 
February 11, 1847. Read a first and second time. 

Mr. EVANS desired the bill to be put upon its 
passage, and was proceeding to speak of its merits, 
when a question arose whether debate was now in 


B 


order, and whether it ought not to be sent to the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? || 


In the conversation on these points, Messrs. 
BOYD, G. 8S. HOUSTON, McCLERNAND, 


and others, took part. 


Mr. EVANS proceeded, the Speaker having | 
He would only re- | 


decided that he was in order. 
mark, for the information of the House, that some 
of the most meritorious men, non-commissioned 
officers and privates, who served their country in 


Mexico, were by the act of 1847 deprived of their | 


bounty lands. There were cases without number 


where privates were compelled to accept promo- | 
tion, all their officers having been killed on the | 


battle-field; they were, therefore, absolutely com- 
pelled to accept promotion, and it would be the 
grossest act of injustice to refuse to pass this bill. 


He hoped no objection would be offered to obstruct | 


ils passage, so that those meritorious men who so 


signally distinguished thentselves in the Mexican | 


war might receive their one hundred and sixty 
acres of land. 
its passage. 
Mr. RICHARDSON said he had no objection 
to the passage of this bill; nay, he was in favor of 
its passage; but he thought it required some amend- 
ment to obviate difficulties which he could foresee, 
if it were passed in the shape in which it now was. 


The bill provided, if he understood it correctly, | 


that all the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, who had been promoted, should be 
entitled to their bounty land. In many cases—it 
was so with those who went from the State of IIli- 
nois, and some other States also—the officers were 
chosen after the companies were formed at the 
place of rendezvous; the officers then appointed 
were mustered as privates, and by the provisions 
of this bill were as much entitled to their bounty 
land as any others. Now, an amendment should 
be made to the bill to correct this; for even the 
privates were not entitled to bounty lands accord- 
ing to existing laws, if they were disbanded before 
reaching the seat of military operations. There 
were, however, many reasons why the general 
provisions of this or some such bill should be 
passed. He remembered that in the corps to 
which he belonged, and other corps in the regi- 
ment in which he served in Mexico, officers were 
cut down, and if it had been known that the con- 
struction now given by the department were to be 
put upon the law of 1847, it would have been im- 
possible to have officered those companies, for 
their commissions were not a sufficient compensa- 
tion to them for the loss of their land. He pro- 
posed to amend the bill by adding to the first 
section the words: ** Provided they shall have 
been elected or promoted after reaching the place 
of military operations.”” 

Mr. HASKELL said that this bill had been 
before the Committee on Military Affairs, who 
had been almost unanimously in its favor; and he 
was very glad that the gentleman from Maryland 
{[Mr. Evans] had now introduced it; and as the 
bill was so obviously just and fair, he earnest] 
hoped that gentlemen would aid those who felt 


\ epecially interested in ite passage in getting it 


He moved that the bill be put on | 





E March 7, 


through the House without delay. He 
the bill would be suffered to pass now, and 
not be delayed by further referring it. 

It was not often, Mr. H. observed, that 
troubled the House with any remarks of his 
should he now have risen were it not fo- the 
peculiar interes the took in the success of the ))j\) 
in behalf of those with whom he had been acs 
ciated in the service. The regiment to which he 
had lately been attached in Mexico had lye 


trusted 
Would 


he 


nor 


Leen 


organized in the field, the men who composed it 


having left Tennessee in companies. The yr oe 


| ment, as such, had not been organized until to 
| months after its members had been mustered jy1o 


the service. There was not an officer in it wy} 


° 19 
had not first served as a private for more than t 


Wo 


/ months. The War Department had so construed 


the law granting bounty land to volunteers yjjo 


_should have served tll they were honorably dis. 





Reena 


charged, that when a soldier should have’ heen 
promoted from the ranks and received a commis. 


| sion as an officer, he should be no longer entitled 
| to his bounty land, he not having served as a com. 


mon soldier until he was discharged from the 
service. Should this very singular construction of 
the law receive the sanction of Congress it would 
operate in this way: A private who should muste; 
into the service to-day and should march to-mor- 
row, and on the march—that was, on to-morrow— 
should fall sick or receive some bodily injury, and 
be reported by the surgeon as disabled, and there. 
upon be discharged, would receive his full amount 
of bounty land from the Government, though he 
had actually served but one day, because he had 
been mustered into the service and duly discharged, 
But, under the same decision, should he muster 
to-day and should continue to serve for eleven 
months and twenty days, and then for his merito- 
rious services should be promoted and commis. 
sioned, he would be deprived of the reward pro- 
vided for him by the Government, and originally 
set apart as a stimulus to a faithful discharge of 
duty, and as an inducement to enter into the mili- 
tary service of his country. Under such a con- 
struction as this the law did not operate fairly; and 
surely it must strike every reasonable man as no 
more than just that a private, though commission- 
ed afterward as an officer, should not on that ac- 
count be stripped of his right to his bounty land. 
The fact of his having been thus honored ought 
surely to-constitute no disability. The fact of his 
promotion, on the contrary, warranted the infer- 
ence that he had served roe as a private, 
although he had not been * honorably discharged,” 
in the words of the Jaw. Was it fair, that if a 
man, after serving as a private, should be dis- 
charged, he must receive his land, but if, instead 
of being discharged, he was promoted, he should 
not? Ifany difference was made, in consequence 
of his promotion for merit, it surely ought to be 
rather in his favor than to his disadvantage. 

Mr. EVANS spoke in defence of the bill, con- 
tending that as it stood it did not prevent the officer 
who had first served asa private from receiving 
his land. All it did was to show that there was a 
class of privates who were not as meritorious as 
others. Men who had not served so long as others 
(having been prevented by circumstances without 
any fault of theirs) might be not less entitled to the 
bounty of the Government. Mr. E. could see'no 
reason why the amendment was necessary. Those 
who were promoted to be officers usually received 
that promotion in consequence of superior educa- 
tion or some other external advantage, apart from 
merit as soldiers. He hoped the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois would not be adopted. 
Mr. E. utterly disclaimed all intention or desire to 
deprive the soldier of his right, nor would the bill 
have any such effect. The amendment was unne- 
cessary, and he hoped it would not be adopted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be in order to move that the bill be refer- 
red to the Military Committee? He thought that 
the House were getting into a very bad habit of 

assing bills, he had almost said with indecent 
iaste. Matters of much importance were -“ 
thus disposed of without being examined, and 0 
which a large part of the members knew little of 
nothing. tie 

Mr. G. insisted that subjects requiring the action 
of the House ought always to be first subjected ed 
the deliberate investigation of a committee. | a 
were asked now to passa bill at once, with the 
nature and eperation of which they were unae- 
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yainted, without allowing time for examination 
flection. He was told that these men had 
erved their country with great gallantry. He had 
20 doubt of it. Our soldiers were in the habit of 
joing so. They had served with the utmost gal- 
iantry in the last war; there were twelve-months 
volunteers who had served in that war through the 
whole term of their enlistment, and yet had never 
received the first dollar nora single acre of land. 
In the frontier war men had served yet longer than 
that, who had never to this hour received any 
reward whatever. Mr. G. did not wish to be 
understood as opposing this bill; but those who 
were mntrusted with the power of legislation were 
sacredly bound to mete out os with an equal 
hand. He was not prepared to pass on this bill, 
because he was not acquainted with its merits. He 
hoped it would be sent to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presumed the gentleman had not 
listened to the debate, or he would have learned 
that the bill had already been before the Military 
Committee, who were nearly unanimous in its fa- 
yor; it was now reported from the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then suggested the propriety of 
referring it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, that if the merits of 
this bill were not apparent on its face, they had 
been abundantly demonstrated by gentlemen who 
spoke from a practical and personal acquaintance 
with the subject. Possibly the bill might be de- 
fective in some particular point, as the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. Ricnarpson] seemed to sup- 
pose, and who had therefore moved an amendment 
to meet the case; but its general provisions had 
been well considered, and it would effect the object 
of extending the benefit of a land warrant to such 
officers as had been promoted from the ranks 
during the war. Why should they not receive it? 
The design of the original bill providing the land 


or re 


bounty had been to stimulate men to enter the | 
service, and to reward those who had faithfully | 


served their country according to the terms of their 
enlistment. It was intended to add the motive of 
interest to the motive of patriotism, and thus in- 
duce men to rally round the standard of their coun- 
try and defend it at the risk of their lives. 
men deserved reward; and did they deserve it less 


because personal merit and good behavior had led | 


to their promotion? ‘To maintain such a principle 
would be to invert every process of reasoning and 
every consideration of justice. It would be to 
defeat the very end and object of the original bill, 
and to act against its spirit. 

Mr. McC, said he was acquainted with one case 


which would illustrate the justice of the provisions 
of this bill. 


when a regiment was to be organized, had volun- 
tarily gone into the ranks and served as a private, 
(though he was a man of education and talents.) 


In the bloody field of Buena Vista, every officer || 


of that company had been cut down, and this man 
had been promoted by the choice of the company 


to be its captain, and, under the circumstances, he | 
could not do otherwise than accept his appoint- | 
ment. It was his duty to accept it. There was a | 


necessity for the filling of the vacancies which the 
fortune of war had.created. The company was 


wit 


cause under such circumstances he had accepted 


his commission, it was just to deprive him of his | 
bounty land? Was it ever the design of the law 


to exclude such men from the bounty of their 
country? 


The amendment proposed by his colleague [Mr. 
Ricnarpson] confined the operation of the bill to 


men who had been promoted from the ranks in the | 
actual seat of war, and did not extend it to such as || 


ad received the choice of their comrades at home 
before reaching the field. Mr. McC. thought 
there was sound reason for such a distinction. 
hen men were chosen officers at the rendezvous 
there might not be as strong reason for extending 
to them the benefits of this bill; but when a pri- 
vate had served in the ranks till the necessities of 
the service required and led to his promotion, 
Surely the reason and equity of the provisions of 
the bill were strong and self-evident. 
Mr. HARALSON said, he looked upon the 


question as one merely of form. The House, he 
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Such | 


ll. It was the case of a volunteer who || 
had gone into the service and been promoted, but || 


hout a head to lead it on to battle; it must have | 
officers; and would any gentleman say, that be- 


believed were pretty generally agreed that some- 
thing of the kind proposed ought to be done, and 
it probably would be; but at an early period of the 
session the subject had been referred to the Mili- 
tary Committee, who had reported a bill having 
this very object in view. ; 

Mr. EVANS here interposed, to say that the 
gentleman was not probably aware that this bill 
had, within only four days past, been referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, who had reported 


it now to the Hlouse. The committee were bound 
to report it. 


Mr. HARALSON said he was aware of that; 
but went on again to say that the Military Com- 
mittee had reported a bill for this object, whrch had, 
with their assent, been referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The com- 
mittee had not thought themselves infallible; they 
considered it possible that they might have erred, 
and they were not afraid to have their work thor- 
oughly examined. ‘Ihe gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. Evans] now said that the bill had been 
again reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands. Well, what harm could arise from refer- 
ring it to the Committee of the Whoie on the state 
of the Union? Mr. H. did not insist that, though 

| a military bill, it should be sent to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, because that committee had 


already had the subject before them; but he thought | 


there was wisdom in referring it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where its 
provisions might undergo a thorough examination. 
The gei.tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson | had 
| moved an important amendment, and some other 
gentleman, he believed, had moved another: very 
possibly it might be found that the bill could be 
, amended, with advantage, in other particulars. 
Could any gentleman indulge the belief that, if now 
sent to a Committee of t e Whole on the state of 
the Union, it would be suffered to lie neglected 
during the whole of the residue of this session? 

[Several voices: ‘* Yes—we do.’’} 

Mr. H. could not entertain such a thought. He 
thought it would be much better to let the bill be 
examined than to take it from the committee on 

_ Public Lands, and at once pass it. Its details were 
| not known; the bill had not even been printed; 
and its provisions had not been well considered. 
What harm could arise from its reference? Per- 
haps there might be some points in the bill as it 
| came from the Committee on Public Lands, better 
than in that from the Military Committee, and vice 
, versa. The House had it not before them; it had 
| noteven been printed. He hoped the bill would 
be sent to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
Mr. EVANS here accepted, as a modification, 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Ricnarpson. 


ceeded. There was certainly no propriety that 
‘| when a soldier had been promoted for merit he 
should be deprived of his claim to bounty land. 
Surely such a promotion was equivalent, in view 
of the spirit and end of the law, to an honorable 
| discharge. 
the law by the department was wholly erroneous, 
and in direct violation of the spirit if not the letter 
of the act. Certainly these men ought not to have 
been excluded from the benefits of the law, nor 
could he conceive on what grounds the construc- 
tion could have proceeded. But the decision had 
been made; mal 

was to correct so strange an interpretation. 


equivalent in effect to involving a large amount of 
money, because the soldier had his option to take 
either land or scrip. Mr. P. was in favor of re- 


| the State of the Union first, because the House 
| was sliding into a habit of passing bills hastily, 
| without due reflection, and without reference to 
| committees. 

| so passed. 


In the second place, because, while he 


| was in favor of extending every proper privilege to | 


Mr. POLLOCK said that he fully concurred in | 


the merits of the principle on which the bill pro- || glad he would be to do ample justice to all those 


ferring the bill to the Committee of the Whole on | 
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there were others equally meritorious who had not 
yet received a single acre from the gratitude of 
their country. 

In the last war with Great Britain, one of the 
greatest Powersof the earth, we had had volunteers 
who left all the comforts of home, and met in the 
bloody field a foeman not unworthy of their steel, 
and yet there was not a line on the statute-book to 
reward their patriotic devotion. Bounty had been 
given to those who enlisted to serve during the 
war, or for five years; but their officers had not 
yet received the first dollar. 

He desired, then, that this bill should go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for the purpose of an amendment, which he in- 
tended to offer, extending the provisions of this act 
to these meritorious men. 

But there was another class of men to whom the 
provisions of the act ought to be extended—to those 
brave spirits who, in the darkest hour of ourcoun- 
try’s peril, left all that was dear, and periled theit 
lives and their health in our Western wars, fight- 
ing against a foe more savage than the Mexicans, 
under Generals Wayne, St. Clair, and Harmer. 
Where was the provision on the statute-book for 
those men who, when dangers gathered thick and 
fast around them, sacrificed their lives and comfort 
—theireverything—in the defence of their country’s 
rights?) Many of those gentlemen who day after 
day were ready to vote hundreds of thousands for 
those men who had gone to Mexico forgot those 
who in other days had performed these bloody 
services for their country. Let equal justice be 
done to all; while those who had been engaged in 
the present war were provided for, let not those of 
former days be forgotten. Let them go back and 
do justice to the past. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, was understood to 
say, that the very class of cases to which the gen- 
tleman referred, was provided for in another bill, 
which was either reported, or which a committee 
had by resolution been instructed to report. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he knew well, that during 
the very last session, the same steps had been 
taken towards making provisions for these persons, 
but nothing could be accomplished. ‘The measure 
was never reached. To avoid such a result again 
was his desire. He had prepared for this purpose, 
and would offer it, if this bill were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
an amendment covering these cases. Let justice 
be done to all. He hoped that those who were 
willing to do justice to our brave soldiers in Mex- 
ico, would be willing to do justice also to those 
who in other times defended their country, and 
covered themselves with honor and glory. 

Mr. WICK said he had not got the floor for the 


purpose of wasting time and words to show how 


| who had periled their lives in the service of their 
| country, but because he thought he could explain 


He believed the construction put upon | 


one or two points which were not very generally 
understood. Itso happened, that the resolution, 
under the instructions of which this bill had been 


_ reported, originated with him; and it also happen- 
| ed, that he had drawn the bill under consideration, 
_ and placed it in the possession of a member of the 
| committee. 


the purpose of the present bill | 
No || by the Committee on Military Affairs, and which 
doubt the bill should be acted on; but the question | 
was whether it should be passed now, without one- | 
half the members of the House knowing what its | 

rovisions were, for the bill had not been printed. | 


t involved a large amount of land, which was | 


Mr. EVANS begged the gentleman’s pardon, 
[A laugh.] He had reported the bill, and he had 
certainly not received it from the gentleman. 

Mr. WICK said he alluded to the bill reported 


was amply sufficient in its details to meet the emer- 


| gencies for which it was iniended. 


First, as to the objections which had been made 


-against the Department of War, in reference to 


| law. 


He insisted that no bill ought to be || 


|| men who had periled their lives in the service of |, 


'ythe country, and while he gave our little army the 
|| fullest credit for the almost romantic valor they had 
| displayed, and would in an especial manner crown 
\| with glory the devoted courage and eminent ser- 


} 


} 
| 
! 
} 


the construction given by it to the bounty-land 
It was very easy for these exceptions to be 
taken, but they must remember that while they 
were legislating here, they ought to wee all the 
pig-holes to the laws which they passed. It so hap- 
pened, that in the bounty-land law they did not do 
it. Our public functionaries, in executing their 
legislation, had to be extremely guarded, for they 
could notdo right anyhow. That was demonstra- 
ble; for from the commencement of this Adminis- 
tration to this hour, there had never been a single 
Executive act which had not been brought up be- 
fore the country and complained of. ; 
Mr. HASKELL interposed, and (Mr. W. yield- 
ing) explained that in the remarks he had made, 
it had not been his design to reflect upon the de- 
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artment, or charge them with having done wrong. 
Bat under the doubtful wording of the law, it was 
highly probable that the department had come to 
the besttconclusion possible, although the law, as 
construed by them, was unjust in its operation. 
He had not intended to reflect upon the depart- 
ment. 

Mr. WICK (resuming) remarked, that the boun- 
ty-land law provided that warrants should be given 
to all the soldiers of our army who received an 





honorable discharge. That phrase **honorable | 


discharee’’ had a technical construction; it meant 
a written discharge over the hand of the commis- 
sioned oflicer, certifying that the individual had 
been honorably discharged from the service of the 
In all legislation, in common parlance, 
it had never received any other meaning. There- 
fore, promotion was notan * honorable discharge. ”’ 
‘This was an oversight in their legislation. When 
the bounty-land law was under consideration, it 
was not foreseen that privates would become 
officers by election—probably it was not thought 
of. But the facts had turned out, that in the case 
of officers who die or resign, their places must be 
filled, and filled by clection, The votes, the free 
suffrages of their companions in arms, were the 
highest evidence of their merit. But in conse- 
quence of their being promoted, they never would 
receive an honorable discharge; they were not 
private soldiers, and no others were entitled to a 
discharge. ‘Therefore they were not within the 
letter of the law. 

Within his own knowledge, there were two or 
three privates who had been elected within a few 
days of the expiration of their term of service— 
receiving thus a few weeks’ compensation as offi- 
cers, to the exclusion of their bounty lands. This 
was not just. It was not the intention of either 
House of Congress. To supply the defect, there- 
fore, it was necessary to pass a law making pro- 
motion equivalent to an honorable discharge. 

It was said by the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Pot.ock,] thatit was desirable 
to refer this bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, that other meritorious cases 
might be provided for. Mr. W. should waste no 
words nor make any high-sounding declarations 
of his readiness to extend bounty-land warrants to 
these who had rendered military services in times 
past. But he would say this, that the reference 
of this bill, for an object of this kind, in all proba- 
bility, would be fatal. To send it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
would be like sending it to kingdom come—to that 
bourne whence, it was said, nothing returned, 
Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof. They 
had a proposition before them making provision 
for those who, in the legislation of last Congress, 
were forgotten. As wise men, let them keep it 
separate from everything else. This meritorious 
measure Ought not to be strangled by an entangling 
alliance. 

An honorable gentleman had said, that this was 
a provision involving a large amount of expendi- 
ture. This was a very greaterror. Atthe extent, 
there were not more than twenty to forty persons 
who had enlisted as privates, and who had been 
elevated by election to the rank of officers. They 
might receive scrip for four thousand dollars. This 
was the whole of the immense expenditure of which 
the gentleman spoke. 

‘There was no occasion for referring the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. It was a measure which might be passed 
immediately without any such reference, for it 
made no appropriation. Tt was declaratory only 
in its provisions. It declared what was the inten- 
tion of a former Coneress. 


country. 


It was to make pro- 
motion equivalent to an honorable discharge. He 


hoped that those who honestly desired to do jus- 
tice to a worthy, to the most worthy class of men 
who went into the service of their country, would 
not seek to strangle this bill, either by referring it 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, or by connecting with ita provision for any 
other set of men whatever. Let the provision 
which ought to be made for any other class of 
meritorious individuals, whether the soldiers of the 
Revolution, of the war of 1812, or of the wars with 
the Indians, come up in separate bills. The 
should be considered on their own merits, ak 
class standing by itself, and the House would be 
enabied to vote understandingly. 


Mr. VINTON, remarking that the morning hour | 





had some time since expired, and that if the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union now, this would be the first business in 
the morning, and in the mean time gentlemen would 
have an opportunity to examine the provisions of 
the bill, moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, wished to know 
ifgentlemen could dispose of bills here without any 
action whatever? 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion to go 


into Committee of the Whole was always in order. 


DEFICIENT APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. Vinton’s motion being agreed to, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Hunt, of New York, in the chair,) and proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill further to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1848. 

The state of the question, when the committee 
rose, was as follows: i 

Mr. Tuipopeaux had moved to amend the item 


* For outfits of chargés des affaires to Naples, the 


Papal States, and the republics of Bolivia, Guate- 
mala, and Ecuador, $22,500,” by striking out the 
words, ‘the Papal States,’ and reducing the 
amount to $18,000. 


To this amendment an amendment had been | 


moved by Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, which 


gave rise to an appeal, the immediate question upon | 


which was thus stated by the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN remarked, before the ques- 


tion was taken on the appeal, he would state the | 
precise question before the committee. The gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brown] had offered 
an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Louisiana, (Mr. Tuipopeaux.) The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had proceeded to ad- 
dress the committee upon his amendment. Whilst 
making his remarks, he was called to order for 
personal language applied to another member of 
the committee. He was decided by the committee 
to be out of order. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, after having been called to order, was not 
entitled to the floor to proceed in his remarks upon 
his amendment, without first obtaining leave of the 


committee; but the Chair had recognized the gen- | 


tleman from Pennsylvania and assigned him the 
floor. ¢ 
proceed upon the amendment which he had pre- 
viously offered, he withdrew his amendment, and 
asked leave to offer another amendment. 

The Chair had decided, that inasmuch as the 


Instead of asking leave of the committee to | 


gentleman was not entitled to the floor on the | 


amendment he had offered, and the floor having 
been assigned to him subsequently to the decision 


of the committee, he could withdraw his amend- | 


ment and offer another amendment. From that 


decision the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. | 


Tompxins| had appealed, and the question now 


was, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the | 
, 


judgment of the committee?” 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, was under- | 
stood to remark, that he agreed most cordially | 
with the honorable gentleman who made the ap- | 


peal. He thought the whole proceedings of Sat- 
urday had been in conflict with the rule. 


He | 


thought the clear object of the five-minutes rule | 
was to enable gentlemen offering amendments to | 


explain them, without replying to what had been 
said by others. He had no wish to violate the 
rules of order; but if an evil practice was adopted 


‘by the House, he felt himself obliged to follow, 


although he regretted that it should find favor 
here. He therefore withdrew his amendment, un- 
der the belief that the five minutes were allowed 
for gentlemen to explain the general objects of 
their amendments, and not to go on with debate. 
There was time enough for that before the resolu- 
tion to terminate debate took effect. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania having withdrawn his amendment, the ap- 
peal falls as a matter of course. 

The Cuarr would now proceed to state, that, in 
his opinion, the wide range of debate which had 


been taken under the 34th rule, allowing the ex- | 


planation of amendments, was clearly in contra- 
vention of the spirit and intention of the rule. He 
was of opinion that gentlemen, under this rule, had 
no right to offer amendments for any other pur- 
pose than to have them voted upon by the House, 
and not to offer remarks; and the Chair should in- 
sist, that, in explaining any amendmeut, gentle- 
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men must confine themselves to its merits, wit} 

out remarking upon collateral subjects, and sy 
jects which did not come within the fair ranoe of 
the explanation of the amendment. = ie 

The question was now on the amendment of tie 
gentieman from Louisiana, (Mr. Turropeary.) ~ 

Mr. DICKEY moved to amend the amendment 
so as to strike out the whole item, except for 
chargé d’affaires to Naples, $4,500. 

His object in making that motion he would 
briefly state. ‘These new missions, which were 
about to be created for the first time, were recom. 
mended by the President of the United States jy 
his annual message at the commencement of tho 
present session of Congress, in which he stated 





that estimates would be furnished for the oufits to 


these new ministers. ‘These estimates were not 
among the deficiencies for the present fiscal yea, 
They were not an item of deficiency. They ‘were 
not yet created. The object and intention of the 
President in recommending them, and the Object 
and intention of the committee in including them 
now, must have been for the purpose of creatine: 
these missions at this time, before the expiration 
of the present fiscal year. Now, he was not sep. 
sible of any necessity for the institution of these 
missions at all, to any one of the places proposed, 
He was not aware, from any evidence which the 
House had before them, that our consuls mig}; 
not attend to all our commercial interests at these 

oints; and he was not one of those who would 
increase the patronage of the Executive at his 
pleasure and bidding. however gentlemen on the 
other side of the Hall might be disposed to do. He 


‘trusted that this side of the House would examine 


this question before they created these missions, 
They would have ample pete if they were 
introduced into the appropriation bills for 1849, 
There would be time enough to insert them then, 
and they would find by looking into the estimates 
that they were embraced among the appropria- 
tions for the fiscal year 1849. 

He therefore moved to strike out these new mis- 
sions entirely, leaving only the mission to Naples, 
which had heretofore been instituted, and pro- 
viding $4,500 for it. He did not know that the 
sum was necessary; he did not know but this sal- 
ary was already provided for; if it were not, le 
was willing it should be left in the bill. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr. Dickey was agreed to: Ayes 61, noes 56. 

{[Mr. Turpopeaux’s amendment, it appears, was 
superseded by the adoption of the one just men- 
tioned, as no question was taken upon it.] 


The next item being under consideration, viz: 
‘¢ For one quarter’s salary for each of the chargés 
des affaires to the Papal States, Bolivia, Guate- 
mala, and Ecuador, $4,500.”” 

Mr. DICKEY moved an amendment to strike 
out the item, which was agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved the following, 
to come in after the item, ** For salary of the con- 
sul at Beyroot,”’ &c.: 


« That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars be and hereby 
is appropriated, for the purpose of enabling and authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to employ such additional 
number of clerks in the office of the Second Auditor (ata 
per diem of not more than three dollars and thirty-three 
cents tor each clerk) as are required by the exigencies of the 
service.”’ 


Mr. SMITH said, in offering the amendment 
which he had sent to the Chair, would state thata 
similar provision had been made in this bill pro- 
viding for additional clerks in the Pension Office; 
they were much needed in that office to enable that 
department to pe ites to the gallant men who se 
nobly defended the rights and the honor of our 
country in the battle-field. His amendment was 
to provide for another branch of the service equally 
important, either to the men who had fought our 
battles, or to the friends of those who had been 
killed or died while in the service. All cases con- 
nected with arrears of pay had to go before the 


Second Auditor for adjustment. There were many 
claims now before that bureau, presented by the 


widows and orphans of those slain in their coun- 
trys service, and justice and humanity called for 
a speedy examination and allowance of such 
claims. “He could speak advisedly on this subject: 
for he believed that no portion of the army 1! 
Mexico had suffered more than the regiment which 
went from his district. There were claims of six 
months’ standing before that bureau, unadjusted, 
from hia district, and he presumed the same was 
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1848. 
rue in regard to many other members of the 
House. It was due to the head of that office (Mr. 
MeCalla) to say that he wasa faithful and efficient 
ojicer, and did all in his power to forward the 
business in his department; but it was impossible 
for him, without an additional force, to bring up 
che business so as to do justice to the claimants, 
He therefore believed that no opposition would be 
made to the adoption of his amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. :; 

Mr. VINTON moved to add after the foregoing, 
an item for the relief and protection of American 
seamen in foreign countries, 920,009. Agreed to. 

Mr. FISHER moved to amend the item ‘“ For 
regular supplies, incidental expenses, and trans- 
portation in the Quartermaster’s Depariment of the 
army, $0,000,000,” by inserting between the word 
“transportation ”” and the words ‘in the’’ the 
words ‘of the army from Mexico to the United 
States;’? so that it would read, ‘*and transporta- 
tion of the army from Mexico to the United States, 
in the Quartermaster’s Department,” &e. 

Mr. F. spoke in support of hisamendment. He 
said the bill now before the committee provides | 
for the appropriation of same twelve mulions of 
Jollars, amongst other things, for the prosecution 
of the present war up to the Isto? July next. Al- 
though there are some other objectionable items in 
the bill, yet, if my amendment is adopted, 1 am | 
willing to forego them all, and vote for the whole 
bill; but if it is rejected, I will be constrained to 
vote against the bill. {£ am perfectly willing to 
vote for the items which provide for clothing the 
army, for subsistence in kind, for pay of volun- | 
teers, and medical purposes, &c.; but to vole money 
to further prosecute the war | cannot, for reasons 
which I will now offer in brief, as I have but five 
minutes to speak. First, I have long since been 
convinced that the war was unnecessarily and un- 
constitutionally begun by the President of the Uni- 
ted States by invading Mexican territory, and that 
the declaration that war exists by the act of Mex- 
ico was untrue. At the commencement of the 
war this ground was taken by the Whig party, 
both in and out of Congress. With a full knowl- 
edge of these facts and declarations on our part, 
the people returned a majority of Whigs to this 
branch of Congress, thereby endorsing the truth of 
the declarations we had made. Thus delegated 
we came here, and by a vote reiterated the same 
fuct, that the war was unnecessarily and unconsti- 
tutionally begun by the President; and, if those | 
who sent us here have anywhere said that we mis- 
represented their views by that vote, I have not 
heard of it; but, on the contrary, they have every- 
where acknowledged its truth. Again, we all 
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destructive in the end, if permitted to go on, and || 


yet will we not interpose our constitutional power 
to arrest it? I hope we may, and that all, espe- 
cially on this side of the House, will vote for this 
amendment. 

Mr. VINTON asked the gentleman from Ohio 


| to withdraw his amendment to enable him to offer 


one to a preceding part of the bill. 

Mr. FISHER assented. 

Mr. VINTON then moved to amend the item 
‘*For clothing of the army, camp and garrison 
equipage, $600,000,’ by striking out $600,000, 
and inserting ‘including $160,000 for clothing 
to volunteers, in lieu of commutation therefor, 
$1,120,000.” 

Mr. V. said the deficiency, it would be recol- 
lected, was estimated by the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment at $960,000 in the estimates which were 
originally sent to this House, and published in 
miscellaneous document No. 14, which was pre- 
sented with this bill. It was subsequently cut 
down to $600,000, and that sum was inserted in 
conformity with the reduced estimates of the Secre- 
taryof War. Since that time, however, the Secre- 


| tary of War had addressed a letter to the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, stating that 
in consequence of the clothing in Mexico having 


| turned out to be of poor quality, it would be neces- 


sary to bring back the appropriation to the sum 


| stated in the original estimates, viz: $960,000, by 


adding $360,000 to the item in the bill. ‘There 
was a further item of $160,000, making the sum 
total of $1,120,000, which was also involved in this 
amendment, but which was no addition to the ap- 
propriation. Until the present time a commutation 
has been given instead of clothing in kind; but 
during the present session a law had been passed 


| directing that volunteer clothing should be fur- 
| nished in kind, and hence it became necessary to 


| transfer this item from 


master’s to the 


the Px 
| Quartermaster’s Department. There was a pro- 
| vision of this character in the item for the Pay- 
master’s Department, which he should move to | 


| war with Mexico, or.’’ 


believe that the object of the war now, is the con- || 


quest of a part, if not the whole, of Mexico; atany 
rate, that this will be the result if peace is not 


restored during this session of Congress. We | 
further believe that such a result would prove a 
curse to, if not the final ruin of, our own Govern- 


ment. In view, then, of the unjust beginning of 
the war, and the destructive end to which we are 
urged by the Administration, what is our duty in 


the case before us?, The ariswer is clearly this, | 


Put an end to the war. But how? 
adopting my amendment, and then passing the | 
bill. The amendment does not propose to with- 
hold appropriations; it only defines the object, as 


priations, for which this one item of five millions 
of dollars is appropriated. That we have the con- 
stitutional power either entirely to withhold appro- | 


I answer, by | 


priations or to define the objects for which they | 


are made, no one will deny. The people know 
that we have this power, and, under the circum- 
stances, think we ought to exercise it to put a stop 
to this ungodly war. They look for it and de- 
mand itat our hands. They well know that we 
have no power to do it only in one or the other | 
of the ways I have here specified. If, therefore, 
we do not exercise the power which they know we 
have to put an end to the war, will we be carrying | 
out the will of our constituents? Certainly not. | 
Expediency, patriotism, and everything dear to us, | 
demand that we should exercise our constitutional 

power to save the honor, interest, and permanency | 
of our Government. 


“ons, and for the objects asked for b 
ministration, in what regard do we differ trom those 
the people rejected at the last election? And where, 
too, is our consistency and patriotism? We be- | 
lieve the war to be unjust in the beginning, and 


ly 


strike out when they reached it, and reduce the 


amount by the sum which he now proposed to ! 


increase the Quartermaster’s. It was therefore 
simply a transfer, and no addition to the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FISHER then renewed his amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting after the word ‘‘expen- 
ses’’ the words ‘in the further prosecution of the 
He said it was known 
that a treaty of peace was before the Senate, by 
which the war might be brought toa close. What 


the fate of that treaty would be he knew not; but | 


if his amendment were adopted, and the bill should 
then become a law, they would have provision 
either for the prosecution of the war or the with- 
drawal of our troops from Mexico. He wished 


GLOBE. 


ee 


j 


| conquests in Mexico. 
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amount. He proposed an additional section to 


meet the views of the department in that respect, 

Mr. V. sent several letters to the Clerk’s desk 
to be read, which he had received from the Secre- 
tary of War. In respect to one of these letters he 
said, since this bill had been under consideration, 
they had received news of the possibility of a 
peace being concluded, and he had in consequence, 
on behalf of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, to know 
whether, if the treaty should be ratified and the war 
ended, these appropriations would be necessary. 
To that inquiry one of these letters was an an- 
swer. 

The Clerk read the letter, and it set forth that at 
least half of the appropriation would be necessary 
in any event. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following: 

Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated 
for the servicer of the army and marine corps shall be applied 
to any further conquest or any further attempt to subjugate 
the Republic of Mexico. 

Mr. V. D. said it would be perceived that his 
amendment was designed to make provision to 
prevent any part of the money to be appropriated 
by this bill being used for the acquisition of more 
He had not offered it with 
any view to prevent appropriations being made for 
necessary purposes, nor did he intend to occupy 


| his five minutes to explain what was meant by his 


amendment; but this he would say, that unless 
that or some equivalent amendment were adopted, 
he could not, nor would not vote forthe bill. He 
understood that these appropriations were intended 
tosupply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 


_ fiscal year ending on the Ist of July next, but they 


to be prepared at all points, and he thanked the | 


gentleman who offered the amendment for the 


opportunity it afforded him to submit this amend- | 


ment to that amendment. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended was rejected. 
Mr. VINTON moved to amend the item “ For 
pay of volunteers called into service during the 


|| present fiscal year, $3,771,000,”’ by reducing the 


is the case all through the bill with other appro- || 2ount to $3,611,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON moved the following as a new 
section: 
And be it further enacted, That the sum of $890,000 be, 


and the same is hereby, appropriated for clothing in kind to 
volunteers for the fiseal year ending the 30th of June, 1849, 


agreeably to the act entitled “An act to provide clothing for | 


volunteers in the service of the United States,” approved 
the 26th January, 1848; and that so much of said sum of 


| of order. 


had heard something about a peace. Whether they 
were going to have peace or not, was not so certain; 
and if his amendment were not adopted, what was 
there to prevent the President of the United States 
using every dollar raised for the purposes of the 
army and the marine corps, for the prosecution of 
other conquests in Mexico? These estimates were 
based on the supposition that we should remain 
in a state of war and nota state of peace. The 
estimates were made before the treaty of peace 
arrived here. What, then, was there to prevent the 
President, instead of paying the whole of the old 
debt with this money, using itin making conquests 
from one end of Mexico to the other? He (Mr. 
V.D.) did not feel himself at liberty to take the 
ground of some other gentlemen and refuse the 
supplies for the support of the army in Mexico, 
because they were there by authority of law, and 
he would be willing to vote ali needful supplies for 
their subsistence, or to get the nation out of the 
difficulty in which it was at present, but he would 
not vote a dollar to enable the President to get us 
further in. He would vote millions to protect our 
gallant army, but not a dollar to enable the Presi- 
dent to pursue a course of aggression for the acqui- 
sition of Mexican territory, or to compel Mexico 
to sell her soil and transfer her citizens to this 
Union. He insisted on restricting the President of 
the United States in the use of the means which 


| Congress might place at his disposal. 


Mr. V. D. was cut short by the expiration of 
his five minutes, and his amendment was then re- 
jected, 21 only voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to amend the first sec- 
tion by adding an item to appropriate $2,000 to pay 
Mr. Crutchett for lighting the Capitol and Capitol 
grounds with gas. He said the money had been 
expended, and the appropriation ought to be made. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee, rose to a question 
He stated his point to be, that the con- 


_ tingent fund of the House was chargeable with the 


$800,000 as the President shall direct is hereby authorized to | 


be applied to the purchase of said clothing during the cur- 
rent fiscal year. 


Mr. V., on offering this additional section, said | 


that the Committee of Ways and Means had re- | 


ceived a letter from the Secretary of War, saying 
that it would not only be necessary to transfer the 


Quartermaster’s Department, but to anticipate the 


the lighting of the Capitol an 


payment contemplated by this amendment, wheree 
as the appropriations to be made by this bill wer- 
to be a charge on the treasury. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was compe- 
tent for the House to adopt a provision to make 
Capitol grounds 


| chargeable on the treasury, although it had here- 
item of $160,000 from the Paymaster’s to the | 


it 


If we make all the ace || appropriations for the coming year; that is, that it |, 


this country at so early a period that it could reach | 
Mexico at the commencement of the next fiscal || the affirmative. 


ear. About one-half had been already purchased, | 
and drafts drawn on the Government for that |) two, and yet the appropriation had not yet been 


tofore made it chargeable on its contingent fund. 
Mr. RUMSEY inquired if there was not a bill 
nding in the House for the purpose contemplated 


e Ad- || will be necessary to make purchases of clothing in || by this amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN was understood to answer in 
Mr. POLLOCK said there was not only one but 
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made. However, to obviate all objections, he 
would amend his amendment so as to make the 
proposed appropriation $2,000 10. ae 

The amendment was agreed to by a majority of 
83 to 33. 

On motion, the committee then rose and report- 
ed the bill to the House. 

All the amendments of the Committee of the 
W hole were concurred in withouta division by the 
House, except the following item, viz: ** For out- 
fits of chargés des affaires to Naples, the Papal 
States, and the republics of Bolivia, Guatemala, and 
Ecuador, twenty-two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars;’? which was amended by the Committee of 
the Whole by striking out the words * the Papal 


States, the republics of Bolivia, Guatemala, and | 


Ecuador, twenty-two’’ and insert ** four,”’ so that 


it would read ** For outfit of chargé d’affaires to 
Naples, $4,500.”’ 

Mr. MURPHY asked the yeas and nays on 
concurring with the committee in that amendment. 


‘They were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as | 


follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Green Adams, Barrow, Beale, 
Blanchard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Batler, Cabcll, Canby, 
Cocke, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dan- 
il Dunean, Garnett Dunean, Embree, Nathan Evans, Fi-her, 
Flournoy, Fulton, Games, Giddings, Goggin, Gregory, Hale, 
Nathan K. Hall, Haskell, Henry, 
Hubbard, lnge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, John W. Jones, Daniel P. King, William T. Law 
rence, Levin, Maresh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Outlaw, 
Palfrey, Preston, Root, Rumsey, Silvester, Simpson, Sims, 
Traman Smith, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Toombs, Van Dyke, and Warren—63. 

NAYS— Mesers. Atkinson, Bedinger, Birdsall, Black, Bo- 
cock, Bowdon, Boyd, Brodhead, Bridges, Charles Brown, 
Burt, Catheart, Chapman, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark 
Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Collins, Daniel, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
Dunn, Edsall, Alexander Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, 
Gayle, Gott, Green, Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Harris, Henley, George 8. Houston, Hudson, 
Hunt, Charles J. tngersoll, Iverson, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kellogg, Kennon, Lahin, Sidney Law- 


rence, Leffler, Lincoln, Lord, Maclay, McClelland, Me- | 


Cleruand, McLane, Mann, Miller, Morris, Mullin, Murphy, 
Peasice, Peck, Pendleton, Peyton, Pillsbury, Reynolds, 
Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, 
St. John, Sawyer, Smart, Stanton, Svephens, Strong, Taylor, 


Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. , 


Thompson, ‘Tuck, ‘Turner, Venable, Vinton, White, Wick, 
Williains, and Wiley —95. 

So the House refused to concur with the com- 
mittce in that amendment. 

The item for one quarter’s salary for each of the 
chargés des affaires to the Papal States, Bolivia, 
Guatemala, and Ecuador, four thousand five hun- 


dred dollars, which had been stricken out by the | 


committee, was read, and on the question of con- 
curring with the committee— 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered and taken, and resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Green Adams, Boydon. Brady, 
Buckner, Burt, Canby, Cook, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, 
Crozier, Dickey, Daniel Duncan, Embree, Fisher, Flournoy, 
Giddings, Goggin, Gregory, Nathan K. Hall, Haskell, Henry, 
Hill, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Levin, Marsh, Marvin, Outlaw, Palfrey, Preston, Silvester, 
Sims, Truwan Smith, Strohm, Thibodeaux, ‘Toombs, Van 
Dyke, and Woodward—42. 


litt, Elias B. Holmes, | 


NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barrow, Redinger, Birdsall, | 


Biack, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Bridges, 
Charles Brown, Butler, Catheart, Chapman, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, tlowell Cobb, Collins, 
Daniel, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, 
Dunn, Edsall, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Feathers- 
ton, Ficklin, Fries, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gott, Green, W. 
P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, George 3. 
Houston, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Robert W. Johnson, Kennon, Lahm, Sidney Law- 
rence, Leffler, Lincoln, Lord, Maclay, McCleiland, McCler- 
nand, McKay, McLane, Mann, Miller, Morehead, Morris, 
Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, 
Peyton, Pollock, Rhett, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, Rob- 


inson, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, Ramsey, St. John, Sawyer, | 
Simpson, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strong, | 


Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Richard W. 'Thompson, 
John B 

Venable, Vinton, Warren, White, Wick, Williams, and 
Wiley—106. 


- Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 'Tuck, ‘Turner, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


So the House refused to coneur with the com- || 


mittee in striking out that item. 


All the amendments of the committee having | 


been acted on, the question was put on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed and read a third time, an 
it was decided in the affirmative. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved a reconsidera- || 


tion of this vote, with a view, he said, to address | 


afew words of common sense to the House; but, 
as the hour was now late, he would move an ad- 
Journment, 
The motion being decided in the affirmative, 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- | 
| sented and referred : 


By Mr. GAINES: A memorial of a meeting of citizens of 


Cincinnati, Ohio, in relation to steamboat navigation in the | 


West. 


By Mr. DUER: The petition of sundry residents of the | 
towns of Amboy and Constantia, in Oswego county, New | 


York, praying tor the establishment of a mail route from 
Williamstown to Amboy Corners. 


the revival of the patent tor Jethro Wood’s plough. 
By Mr. ABLOTT: The petition of Horace G. Dean and 


207 others, citizens of Lowell, in the State of Messachu- | 
setts, praying for the passage of a law establishing a uniform | 
rate of letter postage and the pre-payment thereof, at two | 
cents each for all letters notexceeding one ounce in weight. | 
And they farther ask Uiat all newspaper postage be reduced |) 
to one cent for each paper, and also for the total abolition of | 


the franking privilege. 
By Mr. VU T'NAM: The remonstrance of H. N. Stanley 
and others, citizens of Genesee county, New York, against 


the revival of the patent of Jethro Wood for a cast-iron | 
Also, the petition of Nelkon Wolcott aud others, | 
citizeus of Wyoming county, New York, on the same sub- | 
Also, the memorial of William G. Morse and 101 | 


plough. 


ject. 
others, opposed to the sale of the public lands, and that they 
be laid out into farms for the free use of those who are not 


po-sessed of lands; and opposed to any grant to the States | 


ot the lands, exceptfor such purposes. 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of citi- 
zens of Tishemingo county, Mississippi, praying the estab- | 
hishinent of amait route from Eastport to Fulton, in said | 
Also, the memorial of Woodson Wren, of Natchez, | 


State. 
Mississippi, praying for a modification of the po-t office 
Jaws increasing the compensation of postimasters. 
petition ofthe Baptist Convention of the State of Mississip- 


pi, praying for the erection of a second Indian territory, for | 


the exclusive occupation and enjoyment of the several In- 
dian tribes, 
By Mr. HUNT: The remonstrance of 208 citizens of Or- 


leans county, New York, against extending the patent of |) 


Jethro Wood. 
By Mr. CONGER: The remonstrance of 50 citizens and 


farmers of Cayuga county, New York, against the further | 


extension of the pateutor Jethro Wood. 
By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The petition of citizens of 


Licking and Delaware counties, Ohio, praying for a reduc- | 


lion on hew-paper postage. 


By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Thomas Nickerson 


and alarge wumber of others, of Provincetown, Massachu- 


setts, stating that the facilities for taking codfish on the coast || 
of the British provinecs give the inhabitants thereof advan- | 


tages over Our OWn fishermen, They therefore pray that 
the duty on codfish may be increased and made specitic, 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 7, 1848. 


Mr. DOWNS presented two memorials from | 


citizens of Louisiana, asking the establishment of 


a judicial district in that part of the State lying | 


north of Red river; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. BREESE presented three memorials from 


citizens of Illinois, in relation to mail routes from || 
Waterloo, by Red river and Lafayette; which | 


were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from ship owners | 


and consignees of the city of New York, for alaw 


to facilitate the landing and warehousing of car- | 


goes of vessels from foreign ports; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FELCH presented a petition from citizens 
of Michigan, asking that the General Government 
will provide for the construction of a road from 
Green Bay to Lake Superior, and that public lands 
may be appropriated for that purpose; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a peti- || 


tion from Major Borland, of Arkansas mounted 


volunteers, asking that his command, which were | 
captured at Encarnacion, shall receive the pay of | 


mounted troops for the time of their imprison- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, reported a bill to relinquish the re- | 


versionary interest of the United States in a certain 
Indian reservation in the State of Alabama; which 
was read a first time. 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on the | 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the | 


relief of George V. Mitchell, accompanied by a 
report; the bill was read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 


| ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing by law a 


tariff of fees for the attorneys of the United States in those 


| States respectively where, for services rendered in the Su- 


preme Court, there is no established fee bill or allowance 
tor such services. 


GLOBE. 


Also, the petition of 56 | 
farmers and citizens of Madison county, New York, against | 


Also, the | 
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While this resolution was under consideration 
Mr. HALE expressed a wish that it should ‘a 
|, made general in its character, so as to em 
uniform state of fees in all the States. 
a great inequality exists. 

| Mr. BREESE replied, that the resolution jn its 
present form, would open the whole subject before 
the committee. 


On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro. 

_ ceeded to the consideration of Executive business 

and remained therein from twenty minutes pos, 

twelve o’clock until half-past seven; and then the 
doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


‘ 


brace a 
At present 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 8, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, by leave, pre- 
sented a memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of Alabama, in relation to tolls charged on the 
Muscle Shoals canal. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Print. 
_ ing, to which was referred the subject of printing 
extra copies of the report of the late Lieutenan; 
Niel M. Howison, of the United States navy, re. 
ported the following resolution, which was rea 
and adopted: 


Resolved, That 15,000 extra copies of said report be printed 
for the use of the House. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, by 


leave— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of framing a gener} 
law for the protection and relief of captured volunteers jp 
the war with Mexico. 


Mr. STANTON said that some time since he 
had offered a resolution requesting the President 
| to communicate any correspondence which may 
have taken place with the Government of Great 
Britain relative to the adoption of principles of 

reciprocity in the trade of the two countries. He 
_ perceived that it had excited some interest in the 
newspapers; and as he had learned from the Sec- 
retary of State that there was some correspond- 
ence, he requested the House to take up the reso- 
lution and act upon it. The resolution was then 
taken up and read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he re. 
quested to communicate to this House any correspondence 
which may have reeently taken place with the British Gov- 
ernment relative to the adoption of prineiples of reciprocity 
| in the trade and shipping of the two countries, provided 
such communication shall not, in his judgment, conflict 
with the public interest. 


The resolution was adopted. 


| Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the subject of printing 
| extra copies of the annual report on commerce and 
‘| navigation, reported the following resolution: 


| Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the said re- 
port be printed. 


Mr. H. said that he had had that report in his 
| drawer some time, and he thought it probable the 
composition had been taken Gown. If it were so, 
he would not urge the adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. GRINNELL inguired if ten thousand was 
| notthe usual number. It was a document of very 
| great importance to the commercial world, andhe 
| thought that five thousand extra copies were In- 
|| sufficient to supply the wants of the country, and 
| he therefore moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out five thousand and inserting ten thou- 
|; sand. 
| Mr. CONGER said as the House were proba- 
| bly not advised of the cost of printing the extra 


copies, he would state that it would amount 0 
about $880. 
| The question was then put on striking out five 
|| thousand and inserting ten thousand, and it was 
_ agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 


Mr. LEFFLER presented several resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Iowa relating to the 
public lands and post routes. Laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 


1 

i Mr. WHITE moved the following resolution, 
which was read : 

| That the Committee on Printing take into con- 
| inting as many copies of the 


ideration the propriety of : 
acelin mop missioner on Patents as will 


|| agricultural report from the 


equal the cost of printing the report of said Commissioner 
| at the first session of the twenty-ninth Congress, and baving 


we 


the sa 
copy: 
Aft 
of Mi: 
Mr 
juuon 
Mr 
thon L 
and 1 
“ Tl 
Com 
to the 
print 
gether 
the ag 
4,00 yi 
the de 
Enera 
plates 
At 
REL 
sach 
M 
ame! 
seru 
“eT 
qnto | 
port ( 


rT 
out | 
pen 
M 
the | 
M 
men 
M 
reso 
N 
tion 
Mr. 
T 
\ 
of t 
toa 
cou 
red 


Lor 


7 
ord 
rect 
sup 
fisc 
be. 
are 
call 
fon 
ant 
stit 
ade 


in 


a 


anc 
mo 
uni 
vio 
ane 


ing 
pre 
we 
citi 
eye 
vo 


Cs 
er 


Jo 


Bis 





848. 


an came bound at a cost net exceeding twenty cents per 


4 some suggestions by Mr. THOMPSON, || 
: ,and Mr. HENLEY— 


| 
} 
of Mississippi 
~ Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the reso- 
jution on the table. Disagreed to. | 
Mr. FARRELLY moved to amend the resolu- 

tion by striking out all after the word “ Resolved,”’ 


inserung— | 
One ae ‘usual number of copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of Patents be printed, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Printing to consider the propriety of |} 
yrinting 5,000 extra copies of the report and documents to- | 
d 5,000 copies of the reportand documents without 
Itural report, and the decisions of Judge Cranach, 








gether, an 
the agricu A " 4 
1.00) copies of the agricultural report, and 2,000 copies of | 
t. 


the decisions of Judge Cranch ; and that the Committee on | 


Engraving inquire into the expediency of engraving the | 
plates accompanying the agricultural report.”’ | 
After some further remarks, by Messrs. FAR- 
RELLY, WHITE, HENLEY, KING of Mas- | 

sachusetts, and COBB of Georgia— 
: Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to amend tke | 
amendment by striking out all thereof, and in- | 


serting : 


port of the Commissioner of Patents.’ 


The SPEAKER ruled Mr. Coss’s amendment 
out of order, there being already an amendment 
ending. 
Mr. COBB then moved to lay the resolution on | 
the table. Disagreed to. 

Mr. WHITE accepted Mr. Farretty’s amend- 
ment as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. COBB then renewed his amendment to the | 
resolution as modified. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and under its operation | 
Mr. C.’s amendment was rejected. 

The resolution as modified was then adopted. | 


Mr. lVERSON, by leave, presented resolutions | 
of the Legislature of the State of Georgia relative 
toamail route from Traveller’s Rest, in Dooly 
county, to Florence, in Stewart county. Refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Loads. 

DEFICIENT APPROPRIATIONS. 

The SPEAKER announced the business first in | 
order to be the motion of Mr. C. J. IncERso t to | 
reconsider the vote by which the bill further to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1848, was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and said: There | 
are occasions when it is well to adopt the republi- 
can maxim of recurring to first principles—Ut a | 
fontibus hotius horiant quam rivulis connectentibus— | 
and, therefore, I will read a paragraph in the Con- 
stitution, without which it would never have been | 
adopted. I refer to the first amendment, which is 
in these words : ‘*Congress shall make no law for 
the establishment of religion,”’ &c.; and I shall 
accompany that with a portion of an address pre- 
sented by the Roman Catholics in the United States | 
to the first President, from which I beg leave to | 
read two paragraphs : | 

“Sin: We have been long impatient to testify our joy 
and unbounded confidence on your being called by a unani- 
mous vote to the first station of a country in which that 
unanimity could not have been obtained without the pre- 


vious merit of unexampled services, of eminent wisdom, 
and unblemisired virtue. 


_ “This prospect of na‘ional prosperity is peculiarly pleas- 
ing to us On another account, because, whilst our country 
preserves her freedom and independence, we shall have a 
well-founded title to claim from her justice equal rights of 
citizenship, as well the price of our blood spilt under your 
eyes, and of our common exertions for her defence, under 
your auspicious conduct—rights rendered more dear to us 
by the remembrance of former hardships.” 

This address was signed by Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton, (the last venerable survivor of the sign- 
ers of the Declaration of Independence,) and by 
John Carroll, a near relation of Charles, the first 
American Republican Archbishop. It was also 
signed by Thomas Fitzsimmons, one of the fra- | 
mers of the Constitution, as well as by many other | 
gentlemen of great respectability. | 

Some years after, another President of the Uni- | 
ted States, a strict Presbyterian, on the death of the | 
late Episcopal Chief Justice Marshall, nominated | 
for his successor a Roman Catholic, of Maryland, | 
agentleman of high character and of high legal | 
attainments, who has ever since filled that elevated | 
position; and, to come down to the present session | 
of the present Congress, some few weeks ago, I 
was called upon to sign an application to the Ro- . 
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«That the Committee on Printing be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of printing an extra number of the re- | 





man Catholic Bishop of New York, to which the 
names of most of the members of both Houses 


| were subscribed, requesting him to preach the 


next Sunday in this Hall. The list was headed, if 
1 am not mistaken, by the name of that venerable 
and illustrious member for whose pious and pa- 


| triotic death this apartment is draped in the habil- 


iments of mourning, and whose funeral obsequies 
are consecrated by the whole country. 

A few days past I was waited on i one of the 
pages belonging to this House, who handed me a 
subscription list, on which I saw the names of 
many of these same gentlemen signed for an ex- 
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tensive dissemination of a commentary on this pro- 


ceeding, which I beg to read from a speech of my 
colleague of the Southwark district: 


* And who so capable of the great diplomatic duty as the 
man who has so industriously agitated this sympathy for 
Rome, to gratify his inordinate and gigantic ambition ; who, 
for years past, has been the dictator, the trader, and the 
pander of the toreign Roman Catholic vote; who one min- 
ute acts the priest,and the next day plays the politician ; 
who would have the world to believe tiat he is greater than 
the President of the United States, because he is the power 
behindthe throne who moves the President; who would have 
the world believe that, because he flatters the American 
people by a sermon from the national forum, he is the main- 
spring of the American Congress? Combining the character 
of priest and politician, allowed to the ministers of no other 
sect, this ambitious demagogue, taking for his motto that 
*impudence is power,’ has dared to display an extent of au- 
dacity never practised and never allowed to any other cler- 
gyman. ‘This embassy, and all the public tirmoil that has 
led to its suggestion, is the work of an intriguing, restless 
grasping, and ambitious priest, who fans in his bosom the 
nefarious hope that he is himseif to be the destined organ 
between a free republic and au absolute hierarch.”? 


I make these statements in no ill-will or unkind- 
ness towards my colleague. On the contrary, ever 
since I came here I have endeavored to maintain 
toward him that personal kindness which should 
always prevail between gentlemen belonging to 


the same public body, especially those coming | 


from the same State and the same neighborhood; 
but I say these things for the sake of showing that 
the subject has been presented by him under feel- 
ings of excitement and of exaggeration calculated 
to do him great injury. He has brought into this 
House an appeal to religious prejudices, which 
ought never to be invoked within these halls. I 
understand that out of the two hundred and twenty- 
eight members of this House, two hundred and 
twenty-six are Protestants. There are, 1am told, 
but two Catholics in the House. We are a Protest- 
ant Congress, representing a Protestant communi- 
ty. I therefore think it prudent and wise—and I 
have disciplined my own feelings to that standard 
—to avoid the excitement which subjects of this 
kind are so apt to create. 

My colleague, suffer me to say, in his abuse of 
the Pope and of the Bishop, bestowed no few mal- 
edictions upon the Jesuits. 1 do not know whether 
my colleague ever saw a Jesuit. 

Mr. LEVIN. I think I see one now before me. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Is that intended as a per- 
sonal insult? 

Mr. LEVIN. Certainly not. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
sults; that is my rule. 

On our next National Anniversary, on the 4th of 
July, I will, if he pleases, introduce my colleague 


there, make him acquainted with the highly ree 
spectable Jesuits belonging to that institution— 
gentlemen whom I know, and the extent and depth 
of whose scientific attainments and the purity (so 
far as I know or have ever heard) of whose lives 
entitle them to general respect; men who have 
maintained the standing of that institution for these 
fifty or sixty years past, while, during that same 
period, bishop after bishop of the Protestant 
churches have been convicted of inebriety and pro- 
miscuous amours, and been degraded for the gross- 
est vices. For fifiy years those Jesuit fathers 
have been disseminating the doctrines of human 


freedom, as well as the treasures of science, to the | 


youth of America, and not an instance has occurred 


| of anything to their dishonor. 


I cannot but suspect my colleague of speaking of 
them without understanding what is in truth their 
real character. I want him to go there, that he 
may learn charity from Jesuits—that charity with- 
out which we are told from very high authority 
that, though he spoke with the tongues of men or 
of angels, he cannot be a Christian. I mean no 
offence when I say that I want my colleague to go 
there, not only that he may learn charity, but also 
that he may learn from these same Jesuits—I am 


I neither give nor take in- | 
| the States of Italy. 
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sure I may—that he may learn taste; and while I 
am ready to admit that he is an eloquent declaim- 
er, I think he might derive important information 
not only in regard to the feelings of his heart, but 
the outpourings of his tongue. 

My colleague will not take the Pope as a reform- 
er, unless he will let him strike down his tiara and 
strip him of his searlet robes. Now, I think that 
if my colleague is to wait till the Pope accom- 
plishes this reform, he is likely to wait a good 
while. There is an old-fashioned verse, which 
says: 

“The Emperor, Stadtholder, Pope, you and T, 
Will sit down to a jollification.”’ 


I doubt if ever we shall attain to that degree of 


| intimacy; but, as a great reformer, I am satisfied 
| itis the interest, the duty, and the true policy of 


the people of this country to cheer him on in the 
noble career on which he has entered. 

After submitting these brief introductory remarks, 
I now come to the immediate question before us. 

It is said, that we have no commercial relations 
with the dominions of the Pope. I am not sur- 
prised that my colleague should have fallen into 
such a deep pit-fall of error as this, because the 


| whole tone and character of his speech evinces 


that it was delivered under the influence of passion, 
which always blinds the judgment. But I confess 
Lam astonished that a gentleman who is the late 
chief magistrate of the cotton-growing State of 
Mississippi, [Mr. A. G. Brown,] should have 
moved to strike out from this bill an appropriation 
for the expenses of a mission to Rome, on the 
ground that we have no commercial relations with 
Italy. And I was still more surprised, when a 


gentleman, who is one of the Representatives of 


1} 
i} 
| 


i} 
ii 


| 
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the sugar interest on this floor, should have sec- 
onded such a proposal. 

I make my appeal to gentlemen here who repre- 
sent the cotton interest, to say whether it is true 
that we have no commercial interests in Italy. And 
in the first place, | refer gentlemen to a suggestion 


| —the very first suggestion, I think, made by this 


much-abused Pope—for the formation of a com- 
mercial league between the States of Italy, precise- 
ly the same with ours. When Mr. Madison first 
suggested the formation of our present Constitu- 
tion as a substitnte for the old Confederation, he 
asked no more than was substantially contained in 
the very first suggestion of Pius IX. The Pope 
proposed and urged the policy of forming a com- 
mercial Jeactue to embrace all the [talian States. 
The sagacity of the man enabled him to know that 
he could not effect great reforms of a political kind 
by starts and jumps, but that he must effect the 
removal of ancient abuses by a deliberate course 
of wisdom and moderation. 

We have a minister at the Court of Prussia. 


| What are our commercial relations with Prussia? 
it . . . 
| They are insignificant. 


But Pruasia is the col- 


\| lector for the nineteen German States, which are 


|embraced in that great commercial confederacy 
| known by the name of the Zoll-Verein. The 
Pope has moved a measure of the same kind among 


My colleague says, that the Pope has control of 


|| no other waters than those of the Pontine Marshes. 
into the college at Georgetown, and, when he is | 


I believe that Ancona and Civita Vecchia are the 
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| ulation within the last ten years—just as 


| eee in the Papal States. 
[ 


ere Mr. GrinneE Lt interposed, to remind Mr. 

I. that there were ports on the Adriatic as well as 
| on the Mediterranean. } 

| Yes, yes; I am aware of all that. I do not for- 

| get the Adriatic. But let us first dispose of the 

[iedicerranean. There is Civita Vecchia and Leg- 


' 


i ° 
| horn close by, in Tuscany. 


When we go round into the Adriatic, at the head 
of the Gulf, we find the city of Trieste virtually 
an American city. 1 know that it lies in that part 


of Italy which is at present under the Austrian 


Government; but it is so far an American com- 
mercial city, that, owing chiefly to commerce and 
enterprise, the city has doubled its extent and pop- 
ew 
Bedford has done, which is represented here by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Grin- 
NELL.} ‘Trieste is the southern inlet into Germany, 
just as Hamburg is the northern; and large quan- 
tities of American cotton, American tobacco, Amer- 
ican sugar, (so faras we are able to supply the 
demand, though we have not yet enough tosupply 
it entirely,) are entering it continually, constitu- 
ting an important branch of American commerce. 
From the much-abused Texas, whose ‘ stupen- 
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dous desert’’ has obtained for me so much noto- 
riety, will be raised eventually large quantities of 
sugarevery year. Nay, I am told, in regard to 
that very desert, that there is no finer soil for the 
sroduction of sugar to be found on our continent. 
t is a desert, it is true, because it is now thickly 
overgrown with chaparral, and because it 1s water- 
ed by no streams; yet | am credibly informed that 
there is no finer sugar region upon earth. [A 
laugh.| ; 

Trieste, as I have said, is the great southern in- 
let for foreign products to all the southern States 
of Germany. It is under the domination of Aus- 
tria; but the effect of a commercial league among 
all the Italian States, will be to restore Trieste to 
Italy, first under the embrace of a commercial, and 
ultimately under that of a political confederacy 
with the other States. As soon as this shall be 
done, it will at once be the depot of a vast com- 
merce. 

I call all those gentlemen here who represent the 
cotton interest, and indeed the representatives of 
all the southern States, to the fact that Great Brit- 
ain derives an income of twelve millions of dollars 
annually from the sale of American cotton in the 
shape of twist. She sends that amount ito Ger- 
many, through the ports of Trieste and Hamburg; 
butit wall American cotton, grown here, and con- 
verted into cotton yarn in the factories of England. 
Why cannot we so convert it ourselves? 1 heard 
a gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, vote 
against this appropriation yesterday—a gentleman 
who does know that Georgia is beginning to con- 
vert her own staple into cotton twist, and that 
slave labor is the very best in the world for such | 
a purpose. There is no reason in the world, that 
I see, why these twelve millions should not come 
into the coffers of the United States, where the 
manufacture legitimately belongs, as well as into 
those of Great Britain, where it does not. Surely 
we can twist our own cotton as well as they can 
do it for us, In Pennsylvania, and in New Eng- 
land, there are factories established which are do- 
ing itnow; and [ ask gentlemen representing the 
cotton-growing interest in this House, what it is 
which prevents the price of cotton from being above 
seven cents a pound? [Southern voices: ‘‘ It is 
eight!” ‘I wil sell mine for seven!”’}] ‘Take seven | 
cents as the Basis of your calculation, and then 
reckon your profits on two millions of bales, the l} 


produce of last year, by adding the twelve mil- || 
lions paid to England, and say whether there is no 
commercial motive for our having a diplomatic | 
agent in Italy. 

To gentlemen from my own State, I would say 
that England gets a revenue of sixteen millions of || 
dollars per annum by the iron she sends out into 
Germany, and yet it is not English iron, though 
sent from England. I believe not a pig of it is 
found there. Such is the labor-saving industry of 
that wonderful people that they can take iron and || 
cotton from America and other foreign countries, | 
and, after manufacturing it in England, can return 
it in a new shape, and thereby make immense 
profits for themselves. 1 anticipate the day when 
my own blessed Pennsylvania will get her share 
of these profits. ‘The same is true of the tobacco 
interest. I know that on this point my colleague 
from the Southwark district and myself differ as 
widely as we do in politics. He detests Jesuits 
and delights in tobacco; while I, on the contrary, 
like Jesuits much and abhor tobacco. But this 
is a growing interest; and I say to gentlemen be- 


ware how you trifle with the vagarics of com- || fieid-picces for the protection of the city.” 


merce, or cramp, or curtail, or refuse fully to 
develop it. Cripple not that great American come | 
merce by which we pay the expense of our gallant 
army, and, in a word, by whose operation on the 
national prosperity we are become that great | 
people that we are. Most of that commerce is 
sustained by none of the necessities, but by || 
the mere luxuries of life; it is conversant with | 
opium, with brandy, with tea, with coffee, with || 
ginseng. 

All these substances are called for by the appe- 
tites of man, and it is the business of commerce 
to meet his tastes and his notions, and to supply 
them; and out of them to realize for the coun- 
try which maintains it, great profits and great 
power. 

When the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] moved to strike out this little item of nine 
thousand dollars, he could not fully have realized || 


| all that this mission is likely to bring to him and 


pay the outfit of the mission. 


with the whole world ? 


| We sometimes pay more than the mission would 
I first took my seat in this Hall, the expenses of 


| from forty thousand to five hundred thousand dol- 


| which money can be applied to better advantage 


/ may have at first view conceived it to be. 


| tious, but firm step. 


to his people. 1 think he must, by this time, see 
that there is something in the commercial relations 
between the Pope and the United States; that there 
is the prospect of a vast commerce between us. 
The Pope sees it, and hence his first proposal for 
a commercial league. True, it is but in embryo 
now. What was the commercial condition of this 
country under the Confederation, when our im- 
= yielded us a duty of less than five per cent.? 

e could not live upon it. What our condition 
was then, the condition of the Italian States is now, 
but not so poor as we were. There must bea 
beginning. [ venture to say that there exist now 
great commercial motives for an American agency 
in Italy. We have a minister in Austria; we have 
a minister in Prussia; we have a minister in Tur- 
key; we have a minister in China; we have a min- 
ister in Spain. Why have we ministers at all these 
courts, and none in Italy? None of these promise 
us the same returns, if we will only cofsent to cast 
our bread upon the waters. What have we a min- 
ister in Turkey for? 1 speak somewhat at ran- 
dom, and shall be happy to be corrected if I am 
wrong; but I suppose it is for the poor profits of 
the trade of the Black Sea. But that will hardly 
Why have we a 
minister to China? The late venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) always thought 
that, instead of allowing a commissioner a salary | 
of $5,000, we ought to have a full minister, with 
the regular salary and outfit. But why keep a 
minister there, unless it be on the broad and sound 
principle of extending our commercial relations 


Our foreign diplomatic relations do not cost us 
$300,000 a year. Now, I like to see a little and 
sometimes a great deal of republican magnificence. 


cost us for burying a member of this House. Since | 


the Judiciary of the United States have increased 


larsa year. We pay this sum for repressing crime 
and mitigating injustice in the country; and we see 
with what success. The mere judicial service costs 
us twice as much as all our foreign missions put 
together—by which we maintain the peace, protéct 
the commerce, and develop the character of the 
country all over the world. There is nothing to 


and with greater profit than in extending our com- 
mercial missions abroad. These are missions of | 
peace—missions of profit—missions of national 
character; and gentlemen will find that the mere 
commercial question involved in the case of a mis- 
sion to the Pope is not quite so bald as some 
There | 


is more in it than the commerce of the Pontine 
Marshes. 


But now to the political aspect of the ques- || 
tion. 
I find the case is well argued in a letter recently 
written from London by a correspondent of the 
National Intelligencer. I will read a paragraph or | 


| two to the House; and be it remembered that this | 


letter is written by no Papist—by no Jesuit—but 


by a Unitarian—about as far off from the Pope as 
he well can be: 


“From Rome there is nothing new. The Pontiff is stead- | 
ily advancing in the path of reform, with a dignified, cau- 
‘The people of Rome have been called | 


| upon, through the journals, to forego this year the expensive | 
| mummery of the Carnival, and consecrate the money usu- 


pers 


= 


| zens feel themselves to be treated like men and rational 


ally lavished at that holiday in the purchase of a dozen more 


My colleague, in his speech, talked something 
about statuary and painting being the only business 
pursued by the poor contemptible descendants of 
the ancient Romans. Now, I should be glad to 
know if we should be ourselves willing to take any- | 
thing from the annual expenses of this House 
(which are now, I believe, little less than a million 
of dollars every year) for any useful purpose which 


| has no show about it—nothing to make a spectacle? 


Would we consent to curtail our own per diem, 
or make any other orm sacrifice, in the na- 
ture of a patriotic oblation, such as this Pope pro- 


| poses? 


“ The hint is likely to be adopted ; for, now that the citi- 


beings, they have assumed the tastes and bearing of such, || 
and scorn the grovelling merrimeyt of slaves. 

** A return has just been published of the population of || 
Italy. ‘The following classification may serve to show, now \ 
that Naples has joined the ‘good cause,’ the comparative |! 
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| can be touche 


| States. 


| priest. 


| no Pope ever did before. the 
' and came to America—to South America, indeed— 


March 8, 


| numerical strength of the advocates of absolute and jibe 


governments : ud 
Liberais. 
Sardinin..... seers 4,879,000 
Roman States..... 2,877,000 
Napies and Sicily ..8.556, 
Tuscany and Lucea 1,701,700 


~ihsolutists. 





Modena 153,000 
Parma and Placentia 477,009 
Venitian Lombardy 4.759) 0) 
Italian ‘'yrok.....] 


L258 








MOMRCD .ccnccscees 7,980 | Istria, (Austrian)... 485, 99 
San Marino..... nee 7,950 | . 
Liberals........ 18,040,130 | Absolutists......, 6,726 603 





I (said Mr. I.) thought it was more; | supposed 
it was twenty-seven millions; but I see that this 
writer makes it but twenty-five. 

“ This is a gratifying classification and result to the 
of progress and or national inde peudence and individual hap. 
piness. Should the Austrian Government see iis true jy, r 
ests, and act Kindly with ber [talian dominions, the Stuall 
States of Modena and Parma would not long resist the gen- 
eral current, and the regeneration of Italy would be compi: 
May we not hope for such a glorious result?” 


This correspondent further says: 


“Tn Italy the principal points of attraction are Naples anq 
Sicily, and there also the eause of rational liberty is makjiyo 
most cheering progress. ‘The King of Naples seems to have 
been aware, from the first news of the outbreak in Sicily 
that his arbitrary power was checked.”’ ar 


lover 


le, 


And he then, after describing the intermediate 
course of events, closes by stating— 
“A royal ordonnance was accordingly issued decreeing 


a national consutution for the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, 
tounded on the same principles as the Freneh charter of 


| 1830, including the chambers, the royal inviolability, the 


responsibility of ministers, the liberty of the press, and the 
national guard.” 

Here is all that they call freedom in France and 
England. What we consider freedom they look 
upon as its excesses. At all events, they have se. 
cured a republican government with a king, (which 
was as necessary there as in France.) Nota dollar 

ie him, however, without a vote 
of the representatives of the people. This is now 
as fully established there as it is in the United 
And this is Italy! These are the people 
of Italy, whom my colleague represents as loving 
nothing but statuary and painting. 

But who is this Pope that has been denounced 
here in such round terms? He is no cloistered 
He is a young Pope—not a young mau, 
to be sure, being probably over fifty years of age; 


| for it is hard to find a cardinal eligible who is un- 


der that age: but he has the probability of fifty 
years yet before him to consummate those great 
reforms he has entered upon, and entered upon as 
a wise man, and not asa fool. I say he isa young 
Pope; and more than that: he is troubled with 
none of that compulsory ey which my col- 
league thinks so shocking. He has once been at 


liberty, with a cockade on his head, and a sword 
_ by his side. 


He was a soldier before he became & 
priest; and when he became a priest he did what 
He crossed the Atlantic 


but to America, then heaving with the throes of 
an incipient revolution to throw off the yoke of 


| Spain. 


He then went back to Europe with his mind 
enlarged and his passions corrected; and with en- 
larged notions of liberty, of economy, and all the 


| leading principles of republican government. This 


is the Pope to whom it is proposed to send a min- 
ister, and I can assure gentlemen that I have been 
told by a well qualified judge lately returned from 
the spot, that so strong was the feeling among the 
whole Italian people in favor of emancipation, that 
when the cardinals went into the election of a Pope 
they were fully aware that they had only the alter- 
natives of reform or revolution. They knew that 
unless they elected a firm and a wise man the peo- 
ple would rise and even through an ocean of blood 
would seek a free government. The French revo- 
lution in 1830 had kindled a flame through all the 
south of Europe. The English reform bill soon 
followed, and in Italy a scene of revolt and blood- 
shed took place; they did what they could then, 
but they could do no more. That was but @ 


"preparatory movement, and in that which is now 


_ going on the Pope is but the standard-bearer. The 


Italians, whatever my colleague may think of 
them, are among the very best medical, moral, 
and natural and political philosophers in the world. 
True, they have been kept down by the Govern- 
ments of Naples and of Austria; but the fire has 
long been burning—the fire is there—and at last It 
has broken out. And under what auspices? 

my colleague is a republican, what objection can 
he possibly have to the Pope’s sending us as many 
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ofsuch men as he pleases? What harm will they || 
jo us? Are they likely to deteriorate—to injure || 

[cannot see how? And what does our glo- 
cams mother country say to these events? Ihe 
-ommercial and political correspondent of the In- 
elligencer Says: 

« Buta more important item still is, that Sir Ralph Aber- | 
_ombie, ie English Pienipotentiary in Sardinia, has com- 
‘guicated to the Minister of Foreign Affairs at Turin a note 
ae by Lord Palmerston to the Court of Vienna, in which 
a « declared that, in case an Austrian intervention should 
_ attempted in Tuscany, in the Roman States, or in the 
kingdom of the ‘'wo Sicilies, it would be considered by 
Eugiand as a declaration of war.” 

My colleague said there never had been an Eng- 
ish minister at Rome, because the Pope would 
ever consent to receive one. He is under agreat 
mistake. It is not because the Pope refused to 
veceive a minister from England, but because the 
British Parliament refused to send one. England 
is a Protestant country. She was afraid of the 
Pretender, and the constitution forbade a Catholic 
succession. ‘There has been no Papal representa- 
uve in London because an act of Parliament stood 
wm the way, but Lord Landsdowne has lately intro- | 
duced a bill to authorize the Crown to send a min- || 
ister to Rome; and in all probability, while [ am 

| 


now addressing this House, he is there. But that 
is not all. Lord Minto was sent to the Italian 
States, just as I proposed that we should do; he 
was sent, not indeed directly to Rome, but to 
Lombardy, ‘Tuscany, and Naples. He is sayin 
to the people of those States, **Go on; we will stan 
by you; be just and fear not.”’ ' 

‘| regretted very much the confusion created in 
the House by a personal pass between two of my 
colleagues, and the more as the Chair, by a vigor- 
ous irregularity, (for I doubt much if a majority 
voted to adjourn,) very properiy adjourned the 
House. I regretted it because by that means my 
amendment was excluded. I wanted to appoint a || 
full minister to Italy, with a salary and outfit of |, 
$15,000 at least. I want a minister plenipotentiary || 
to go, (and I would call him an ambassador, if the || 
President will consent to the use of such a term,) | 
as being sent on so great an occasion. For gen- 
tlemen will allow me to say this is a great occa- || 
sion; we are called on by the circumstances to say || 
whether we will or will not take part and lot in 
this great reform. When General Washington 
was President in 1793 he broke the first treaty the 
United States ever made, but he did it because the 
supreme safety of the country required it; and it 
was a measure eminently wise. 

But I think the time has come when this coun- 
try can no longer avoid taking some part in the 
current of events throughout Christendom. Are we 
to leave everything to Great Britain while we have 
commercial interests and relations all over the 


world, and a navy to protect them, and while we 
have conquered capitals at a greater distance from 
Washington than Rome is, and far more inacces- 
sible? Are we not to send a minister there? Are 
we not bound to say to this Pope, in our own ver- 
nacular, (and it is a very good one,) ‘* Go-ahead 
your Holiness! [Much merriment.] Surely we 
have the same right that Austria has. 

My colleague said that no minister had been 
sent by this country to the States of South Amer- 
ica. But here he was as far wrong as in other 
matters. Cesar Rodney, Mr. Bland, and a third 
whose name I cannot now recollect, were sent as 
commissioners throughout all the South American 
States to fan the flame of freedom. At that time 
the greatest citizen of this republic—the man who 
Is now passing by ovation from city to city on his || 
way hence to New York—I mean Mr. Clay—when 
on this floor, rebuked the then Administration be- 
cause he said that, originating as we had done, and 
owing our own freedom to a similar movement, we 
were bound to give to those struggling States the 


right-hand of encouragement. Nor was Mr. Cla 

alone in sucha sentiment. Some years after, little 
Greece undertook a struggle for freedom; and what 
had we to do with Greece? the had not even any 
Pontine marshes to benefit our commerce; yeta 
highly distinguished statesman now in the Senate 
—I allude to Mr. Wesster—made an eloquent 
movement in this House in favor of our tendering 
to Greece our aid. I maintain it is our duty to show 
to the world that We take an interest in the move- 
ments of this Pope. True, asking you to step over 
the Atlantic is asking a great step, and I am wil- 
ling to submit to better judgments than my own. 
But I remember that in 1823 one of our most pru- 
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| character of a church is its best protection. 


| altar. 


| preparation made to set it on fire. 
| Native Americans of that district have put an eter- 


| gressional district. 
| the Constitution of the United States. Well, sir, || city of New York, call upon his Irish Catholic fol- 
| that is the platform upon which I stand. He tells 
| us that Congress cannot legislate upon the subject 


dent and discreet Presidents, Mr. Monroe, sug- 
gested in his message to Congress whether it was 


not our duty and our true policy to say to the meme | 
bers of the Holy Alliance that they should not be | 


| suffered to plant a colony not only in North but 


even in South America. 


Here the hour expired, and Mr. I. resumed his 
seat. 


Mr. LEVIN next obtained the floor, and said: 


+ Before 1 proceed to reply to the gentleman who 
has just taken his seat, | feel it due to myself, as || 
| well as to my constituents, to explain the allusion 


which I made the other day to the subject of the 
** tinder-box.’’ 


been lighted at the * tinder-box;’’ and I am satis- 


inquiry, otherwise he certainly would not have 
given it a personal application. If I remember 


| aright, the people of that district which | now have 


the honor to represent, once elevated my colleague 
from the third Congressional district to a seat in 
the councils of the nation. So long as Rome or 
Ireland ruled it, he represented it. ‘He seems to 
think that the spirit of * incendiarism”’ sull slum- 
bers amongst that patriotic and much-injured peo- 
ple. Whether he will have equal reason to detame 
those whom he now represents, the next Congres- 
sional election in Pennsylvania will decide. 

Sir, it is known to the country, that at a time 
when the rights even of the Irish Catholics in that 


district were invaded—aye, sir, after they had con- | 


verted the church of St. Philip de Neri into a gar- 
rison—and it surely ceased to be a church and 
became a garrison when arms and ammunition 
were deouk within its walls—when thus stripped 


of its sanctity, who defended and protected that | 
| fortress thus prepared to vomit its flames upon 


American citizens? I answer, the Native Ameri- 
cans. Everything had been done to inflame and 
infuriate the people. The ‘* Hibernia Greens,”’ 
with loaded muskets, were placed within that con- 
secrated building. At this moment, that noble- 
hearted and patriotic man, Thomas D. Grover, 
called at my house and asked me to accompany 
him to that scene, in order that I might aid in 
saving the lives of those men, and preserve the 
church from destruction. We well knew that the 
If that 
will not protect it, arms never will in this country. 
When we walked to the rear of the church, we 
found two cannon loaded to the muzzle, one of 
them so aimed as to enter the window. Thomas D. 
Grover mounted the one, | stepped upon the other, 
placing my foot upon the touchhole just as they 
were about to apply the torch. I then proclaimed 
that if that church fell, | would fall amidst its ruins, 
1 pleaded for the safety of the Roman Catholic 
I succeeded, with the aid of the Native 
Americans of the district, in allaying the popular 
excitement. We carried off the guns. We saved 
the church; and there it stands a monument of the 
protective power of Native Americans. We en- 
tered the basement of the building, incendiaries as 
we were, but we bore no torch, and there we found 
a ‘*tinder-box,’’ with matches and all needful 
But, sir, the 


nal extinguisher upon any and every “‘tinder-box”’ 


| which shall ever threaten the conflagration of 
| churches, or the cold-blooded slaughter of Ameri- || would have failed to recognize the original. I 
| can citizens engaged in the exercise of their con- 
| Stitutional rights. So much, sir for this explana- 


tion. 
I now turn to my colleague from the fourth Con- 
The gentleman has read from 


of religion. We all admit that; and Europe well 
knows it. But, sir, the States can legislate upon 
the subject of religion; and here let me announce 
to this ate and to this nation a startling fact. 
In 1843, when the Pope issued his encyclical let- 
ter against slavery, and Daniel O’Connell publish- 
ed his manifesto calling upon the Irish Catholics 
of the United States to _— out the intentions of 
the Pope at the ballot-box, (for you must take them 
in connection as illustrating the real designs of the 
Pope,) he called together in the city of London the 
most influential and wealthy Roman Catholics for 
the purpose of forming an association, having for 
its avowed object the overthrow of Protestant 
rights and Protestant freedom in the United States. 


| 


I asked the gentleman on that | 
occasion, whether the torch of the incendiary had | 


| 
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A circular or pamphlet was prepared, which was 
dexterously and judiciously distributed; and in 
that circular we find the same ground assumed 
which has been taken upon the floor of this House 
by my colleague from the fourth Congressional dis- 
trict—** Congress has no power to legislate upon 
the subject of religion.”’ But in the circular they 
proclaimed the fact—and it seems they understood 
this subject well—that the Stales may change the 
fundamental law, and make the Roman Catholic 
| religion the established religion of the State! ‘This, 
sir, in itself explains the secret of this extraordi- 
nary flood of Roman Catholic population now 
pouring into our country. Is it not, sir, some- 


| what extraordinary that the Romish hierarchy in 


| sands from their dominion? 


| Europe have never directly or indirectly attempted 
fied that he did pot understand the bearing of that || 


to interpose the slightest check to that immense im- 
migration which yearly transfers so many thou- 
i I put it to the com- 
mon sense of every man whether it is at all likely 
that the transference to our shores of such multi- 
tudes of the followers of the Pope would be thus 
looked upon without alarm or regret, if the subtle 


| policy of the Romish Pontiff had not given him 


assurance that the result would in nowise impair 
his strength or endanger his dominion? The docu- 
ment to which I allude was obtained with some 
difficulty by a gentleman—a citizen of this coun- 
try—who was then in London. It was handed by 
him to a distinguished Senator of the United States, 
(Mr. Westcorrt,] by whom it was placed in the 
hands of Mr. Buchanan, the Secretary of State. 
Far be it from me to charge the Secretary of State 
with the suppression of that document. But it has 
| been lost or mislaid; and as it is the only copy of 

which I have heard, I hope that 1 may yet have an 
| Opportunity of laying it before the country. 

The honorable gentleman from the fourth Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania travels back to 
1791 for the purpose of showing the devotion of 
| Roman Catholics to the cause of human freedom. 


|| Why not take the position assumed by ‘* Eugenio 


| Macnamara, Catholic Priest and Apostolic Mis- 
| sionary,’’ of more recent date, to show that * the 
‘ Irish Catholics are best adapted to the religion, 
* character, and temperament of the inhabitants of 
* Mexico,’’ and ** to protect the Californians against 
*‘ becoming the prey of the Methodist wolves?’ I 
was surprised that my colleague found it necessary 
to go so far back in American history in order to 





| vindicate his position, inasmuch as, in his own let- 


ter of 1815, he denounces the Jesuits, and particu- 
larly the Pope, to be ‘* the scarlet-clad whore of 
Babylon.” Sir, I never went so far as that. I 
confess, however, that | profited much by that 
letter from the pen of the honorable gentleman 
from the fourth Congressional district, and whom I 


| expected to find on this occasion an able ally, and 
not a foe. 


Sir, Charles Carroll, to whom allusion was made, 
was the contemporary of Lafayette. Lafayette 
was well aware of the heroic devotion to the cause 
of liberty which the Irish patriot displayed. Yet 
it was Lafayette who proclaimed that when the 
liberties of this country fall it would be through 
the instrumentality of the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood. The honorable gentleman has pronounced 
a high encomium on the would-be nuncio or legate 
of the Pope—Bishop Hughes. The picture must 
| have been well drawn, or the honorable gentleman 





spoke of a scheming, plotting, crafty, ambitious 
| priest, and the leader of the Democracy supposes 
that I alluded to one of their chosen allies. Well, 
be it so. Did not Bishop Hughes desert the altar 
for the political arena, and in Carroll Hall, in the 


| lowers, the subjects of the Pope, to vote for none 

| but those who were pledged to pass a law ejecting 

| the Bible from the public schools? Was not the 

same movement made in Philadelphia and in Bal- 

timore? And yet we, who stand in self-defence in 

| this great emergency, are charged with making ap 
effort to connect politics and religion ! 

When the honorable gentleman from the fourth 
Congressional district declared that I could never 
have seen a Jesuit, | rose in my place, and, look- 
ing at him, exclaimed, ** [ see one now!’’ The 
gentleman asked if I intended to insulthim. I re- 
plied, ‘* Certainly not.”” The gentleman entirely 
misunderstood me; for, sir, aware that his former 
conception of the character of the Jesuits had un- 
dergone an entire change, and that he now regarded 
the members of that order as occupying the most 
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exalted rank in the scale of moral and intellectual 
excellence, | had imagined that when | recognized 
in himself a member of that illustrious order, I of- 
fered a homage which even his nice sense would 
not regard as at all distasteful. 

Without deigning a reply to any portion of the 
argument which I had the honor to submit a few 
days ago, the honorable gentleman, with his usual 
adroitness, attempts to turn the publie attention to 
our commercial interests in the Italian States. The 
commerce to which the gentleman alludes is already 
fully protected. ‘That commercial intercourse is 
with Austria, and is fully secured by our diplo- 
matic arrangements with that Government. So far 
as our commerce with the Pope is concerned, have 
we not a consul at Ancona, at Ravenna, and at 
Rome? In neither of these ports can a fishing- 
boat float in safety; and yet we are gravely told 
that by the creation of this mission all the great 
agricultural and commercial interests of the coun- 
try are to be protected and advanced! No, sir; this 
problem ts more readily solved by a reference to 
the message of the President, in which he speaks 
of the * interesting political events now going on 
in Rome.’? We are to send a diplomatic agent to 
Rome, whose duty it shall be to take a part in the 
‘interesting political events,’? and to receive in 
return a legate of the Pope, armed with civil and 
ecclesiastical power, whose duty it will be to direct 


and control the ** interesting political events” now | 


going on in America, 

Sir, I reiterate the assertion that this whole 
scheme has for its object political power and reli- 
gious connection. The object is to centralize a 
Jesuit influence in the United States, destined to 
act as the ally of the so-called Democracy. It will 
so act until it becomes sufficiently powerful to de- 
mand from the Democracy that it shall become its 
ally! Sir, did not the honorable gentleman step a 
little beyond the line of liberality which he has laid 
down as his guide, when he saw fit to seize upon the 
acts of debauchery committed by Protestant clergy- 
men, in order, under the cover of these individual 
acts, to assail the great body of Protestantism itself? 
He knew as wellas | know that the Protestant clergy 
of this country and of the world are characterized 
by the utmost purity. ‘The great body of the Pro- 
testant clergy may well cast back with disdain any 
such attempt to attach to it the disgrace of these 
exceptional cases, just as the polished steel flings 
back from its immaculate surface the ** breath which 
secks to stain it!’’ The Protestant clergy have no 
secret confessional; they have no convents; they 
have no nunneries; their every act 1s done beneath 
the broad blaze of day. 

Is it not strange that under circumstances like 
these I should be charged with bringing the subject 
of religion into this House? It has been introduced 
by a committee of the House, and in a bill to sup- 
ply deficiencies, leading the new members of the 
House to suppose that a previous law existed au- 
thorizing the appointment of this mission, and that 
all that was now needed was a supply of money 
to meet the expenditure. Sir, the plan is worthy 
of the plot. The whole movement is jesuitical. 

But my colleague points to the fact that there are 
but two Catholics in the House. Would to God 
there were more of the same stamp. Sur, the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana, himself a Catholic, resists 
this religious link. I have no doubt he represents 
the noble feeling and lofty patriotism of American 
Catholics, when he opposes the formation of this 
religious Ue, and protests against the extension of 
the temporal authority of the Pope over the United 
States, which is the ulterior end and aim of this 
jesuitical movement. For what need have the Je- 
suits of Roman Catholic representatives so long as 


their friends and supporters may be found in the |, 


Representatives of the American people? My col- 
leavue has extended to mea kind invitation to visit 
the Jesuit College at Georgetown. He tells me I 
will find them bland, courteous, accomplished, and 
gentlemanly. Sir, 1 do not doubtit. I know not 
how many members of this House may have ac- 
cepted their hospitality. They live, as I learn, 
most luxuriously. And the gentleman tells me 


that my * taste’? may be improved by a visit. Sir, | 


I have been suffering for some months past with 
that most terrible of all terrible diseases, dyspep- 
sia. [ am subject to attacks of ‘*cramp” in the 
stomach. It is not the first time that I have’ re- 
ceived a similar invitation; and although it comes 
from a very high source, and although the organ 


| toaska 





tled to the highest consideration, | must insist on 
declining it. 
seized with one of those unfortunate attacks of 


cramp and should die, nothing would satisfy my | 
constituents that I had not been poisoned by the | 


Jesuits. 

Sir, the gentleman has alluded to the ancient Ro- 
mans. I suppose he meant the descendants of 
Brutus, who have ever been in love with the very 
manacles they wear. Why did he not, with his 
usual research, extract from the treasures of his- 
tory? Why did he not turn to Spain, and point 
us to the spectacles of despotism there, presenting 
the realities of blood, civil war, social rage, deso- 
lating passion, and consuming ignorance? If not 
to Spain, why not turn to Portugal, where Jesuit- 


ism has done its worst; where ignorance lies in | 


abject servitude upon banks of flowers; where as- 
sassinations stalk abroad in the open day, secure 
of the sanctuary of the church? I will not pursue 
this subject. Enough is seen to show us that 


where Papal power locks and unlocks the souls of | 
men to suit her selfish ends, there can never be any | 
moral or intellectual vitality, any civil or religious | 


freedom. 

But the gentleman tells us that the spirit of lib- 
erly is spreading over Europe. 
because the Jesuits have been thrust from power, 
and, impotent in the Old World, prepare to make 
a last desperate effort here. The gentleman is dis- 
tinguished, as we all know, for his historical lore. 
Has he indeed forgotten that, just as liberty has 


the Seven Hills has been diminished? During the 
long night of ecclesiastical despotism, you look in 
vain for any recognition of popular rights. It was 
the reformation from Popery which, unlocking 
the barriers by which the powers of the human 
mind and the spirit of free inquiry had been so 
long imprisoned, gave the first impulse to civil and 
religious liberty in the ancient world; and the his- 
tory of free institutions in Europe is, after all, 
made up of the continual conflict between ecclesi- 
astical domination on the one hand, and the grow- 
ing intelligence of the people on the other. It is 
true, as the gentleman has said, that we sympa- 
thized with Greece in her struggle for freedom. I 
feel proud of my country, and I feel proud of the 
great men who vindicated the claims of Greece upon 
this floor. 
sympathized, as she will ever sympathize, when 
chains are to be broken and men made free. Let 
other nations gather in her train, as she waves her 
beacon light over the vast expanse that now clothes 
in darkness the greater part of the earth. 

But let them engage in this work in our spirit. 
Let them strike for freedom of thought, freedom of 


opinion, freedom in its broad and large sense, be- | 


fore they ask us to become the vassal of Jesuit 
ower. 
Snsien are ‘‘ harmless,’’ and asks why we should 
refuse to allow them to * colonize” this country. 


Does this need reply? Sir, go to the district which | 


you now represent, and ask the widows and or- 


| phans whom they have made, whether the Jesuits | 


are “harmiless.’’ Go to the tombs of martyrs 
who fell in your own district in defence of consti- 
tutional rights, and over their hallowed graves in- 
quire whether the Jesuits are ‘*harmless.”” Nay, 


look abroad, and as you behold in every nook and || 
_ corner of the land the evidence of their presence in || 
all their subtle and ceaseless activity, poisoning | 
the streams of education, sapping the Protestant- | 


ism of your youth, whispering their well-disguised 

schemes in the ear of your local legislatures, and 

then ask whether the Jesuits are ** harmless.’’ 
Ah! says the gentleman, the Jesuits, in a spirit 


of marked liberality, are busily engaged in England | 
in the effort to dissolve the connection between | 


Church and State. But that happens to be a Pro- 


testant hierarchy, and under it Jesuitism cannot | 


thrive. Their object is surely transparent enough. 
They seek a Roman Catholic establishment under 
the domination of the Pope. 

Mr. MACLAY. Will the gentleman allow me 
uestion ? 

Mr. LEVIN. Certainly. 

Mr. MACLAY. Whilst on the subject of 
Jesuitism, I would like to propound an inquiry, 
which, if not now made, I may not have another 
opportunity to make. I was not present when the 
honorable gentleman delivered his last speech, and 
I wish to know if the report of it in the ** National 


through whom the communication is made is enti- | Intelligencer’’ is a correct one. 


If it be so, it is | 


She struck for freedom, and America | 


The gentleman, indeed, tells us that the | 
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Suppose I should go and should be || 














| was correctly reported: 


| passage in Schlegel’s eighteenth lecture, nor j 


_encyclica 


| traffic. 


| be. These sums are expe 





ee 


Mr. LEVIN answered affirmatively. 
Mr. MACLAY inquired if the followin 


& €Xtract 


“Sir, there has been and there is a systematic eff 
going on to overthrow American rights and Americ 
tutions by the means to which I have alluded. 
those who hear me who know full well that, a few year 
ago, a distinguished German historian delivered a eouree of 
lectures before the Emperor of Austria and the nobilit : 
that country, in which he undertook to show that nes . 
thrones would remain insecure so long as this exain he 
free government existed in the United States, His . . 
was Schlegel. In his eighteenth lecture, he proceeded 1, 
show how to give solidity to the thrones of tyrants. ‘Se = 
Jour refuse population,’ said he, ¢ to the United States, y., 
der the control of the Jesuits. They will keep the foreign 


rt now 
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| population separate and distin from the American. They 


will prevent amalgamation, and a distinct political o 


; rgani- 
zation may be formed. THEIR BALLOT-BOXES apy i 
OPEN! You ARE INVITED TO TAKE POSSESSION of THEY! 


Do this,’ said he, ‘ and the work is done!” 


Mr. LEVIN read the extract, and said it was. 


Mr. MACLAY. [I assert that there is no such 


n 
any other. I have the eighteenth and other |e. 


tures in my hand, and defy the gentleman to ver- 
ify his quotation. Again, the gentleman, in his 
speech, _—— of the Pope’s having published an 

letter against slavery in the United 
States. Now, sir, there is not one word in this 
letter in relation to slavery in the United States. 


| The allusion in this letter refers to the slave trade 
| between the States of South America and Africa, 


and was buta repetition of the sentiment of ey. 


| lightened men in every section of our country 
. ‘ > ’ 
advanced in Europe, the power of the Church of || 


North or South, condemnatory of that inhumay 
A bolder attempt to palm off misstate. 
ments upon the credulity of this House 1] haye 
never witnessed. 


Mr. LEVIN. I may be mistaken as to the 


/name of the author, but I will produce the work 
| from which the quotation was made. And on the 
| subject of slavery, it is true the Pope did not use 


the term .4merican slavery; for he was granting 
his dispensation at the very moment tolerating 
slavery in Cuba and Brazil: but you must take 


| that letter in connection with the letter of Danie 


O’Connell—the text and the commentary. I sup. 


| pose it is necessary for me to et as I did here. 


tofore, his exact language: ‘* Where you have the 


| * electoral franchise, give your votes to none but 


‘those who will ya in carrying out the 
‘ pious intentions of his Holiness the Pope.’’ And 
in order to corroborate what I before said on this 
subject, I will now quote from Captain Marryat’s 
Diary, which | suppose my colleague will regard 
as authority fully equal to that of his Unitarian 
correspondent in the city of London: 

“ The remark of the author of the Voice from America, 


| that ‘aware of the implacable aversion of the people to mon- 


‘archy, the priesthood are accustomed studiously to adapt 
‘themselves to this stute of feeling,’ proves rather to me the 
universal subtlety shown by the Catholic clergy, which, 
added to their zeal and perseverance, so increases the power 
of the church. At present Catholicism is, comparatively 


| Speaking, weak in America, and the object of that church is 


to become strong. They do not, therefore, frighten or alarm 
their converts by any present show of the invariable results, 
but are content to bide their time until they shall find them- 
selves strong enough to exert their power with triumphant 
success. ‘The Protestant cause in America is weak, from 
the evil effects of the voluntary system, particularly from its 
division into so many sects. A house divided against itself 
cannot long stand; and every year it will be found that the 
Catholic church will increase its power; and it is a question 
whether a hierarchy may not eventually be raised, which, 
so far from advocating the principles of equality, may serve as 
a check to the spirit of Democracy, becoming more powerful 
than the Government, curbing public opinion, and reducing 
to better order the present choatic state of society. 

“Judge Haliburton asserts that all America will be 4 
Catholic country. That all America west of the Alleganies 
will eventually be a Catholic country [ have no doubt, as the 
Catholies are already in the majority, and there is nothing, 
as Mr. Cooper observes, to prevent any State from estab- 
lishing that or any other religion as the religion of the State, 
and this is one of the dark clouds which hang over the des- 
tiny of the western hemisphere. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Reed says: ‘It should really seem that the 
* Pope, in the fear of expulsion from Europe, is anxious 0 
‘find a reversion in this New World. The crowned heads 
‘of the continent, having the same enmity to free political 
‘institutions which his Holiness has to free religious insti- 
‘tutions, willingly unite in the attempt to enthral this people. 
‘They have heard of the necessities of the West; they have 
‘the foresight to see that the West will become the heart of 
‘the country, and ultimately determine the character of the 
‘whole; and they have resolved to establish themselves there. 
‘ Large, yea, princely grants have been made from the Leo- 
‘ pold Society and other sources, chiefly, though by no means 
‘exclusively, in favor of this portion of the empire that is (0 

nded in erecting showy churehes 
‘and colleges, and in sustaining priests and emissanes. 
‘ Everything is done to captivate, and to liberalize in appear 
‘ance a system essentially despotic. The sagacity of t 
‘effort is discovered, in avoiding to attack and shock the 
‘ prejudices of the adult, that they may direct the education 
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e young. They look to the future ; and they really | 
tages indoingso, They send out teachers | 
‘oxcellently qualified ; superior, certainly, to the run of 
‘native teachers. Some value the European modes of edu- 
teasion as the more excellent, others value them as the 
on of fashion; the demand for instruction, too, is always 
beyond the supply, so that they find little difficulty in ob- 
aining the charge of Protestant children. This, in my 
‘ dgment, is the point of policy which should be especially 
J ogarded with jealousy; but the actual alarm has arisen | 
‘from the disclosure of a correspondence which avows de- 

‘cions on the West beyond what [have here setdown. It 

jsa curious affair, and is one other evidence, if evidence 

‘were needed, that Popery and Jesuitism are one.’ ” 

After reading this extract, Mr. L. also read the | 
following note—both of which, the note and ex- 
tract, are to be found on the same page (159th) of | 
Marryat’s Diary in America, 2d volume: 

“There is nothing in the Constitution of the United States 
to prevent all the States, or any particular State, from pos- | 
sessing an established religion.”»—Cooper’s Democrat. | 

Sir, my colleague seems willing to create this | 
religious link between Rome and the United States, | 
destined to lead to the overthrow of American 
rights and American institutions, and tells us in 
language not be misunderstood, that in return for 
all this wrong we will have a market for our sugar, 
cotton, and tobacco. If the proposition were true, 
the cotton-planters of the South and the sugar- 
crowers of Louisiana, Catholics as they are, would 
repel this proposition ‘with scorn and indignation. | 
But, sir, let us examine this point. I think it can 
be very readily demonstrated that the gentleman 
must have forgotten the geographical features of | 
this question, or that he must have been grossly 
misinformed. ‘The gentleman has gravely argued 


‘of the } 7 
‘pave great advan 


that England, making her yarn from the cotton of || 


the South, which could be more cheaply manufac- | 
tured by your slave labor, annually throws into 
the States of the Germanic Confederation, through 
the port of Trieste, in the Adriatic, and Hamburg, 
by the Baltic, an amount of exports from which 


sugar, through the same channels, she realizes an 
additional profit of fourteen millions of dollars. 
Does the gentleman forget that Trieste is within 
the Austrian dominions; that Hamburg is sepa- 
rated by the breadth of Europe from the Papal 
States; and that over the waters of the broad and 
free Adriatic Papal Rome exercises no sway, nor 


could one Italian Zoll-Verein have any influence? || 


Or does he rely on my presumed want of informa- 
tion on commercial subjects in the perpetration of 


House? 

After all, sir, the gentleman has not undertaken 
to reply to -~ proposition assumed by me in the 
speech which I had the honor to deliver a few days 
since. There it stands upon the record, and, as 
I said before, let posterity judge between us. The 
record will live. i 
prophecy, made in the Congress of the United 
States on the 8th day of March, 1848. Let coming 
generations remember that I vainly struggled to 
apply a preventive to this gigantic evil, and vindi- 
cate American rights. The representatives of the 
American people prefer that their children and their 
children’s children shall apply the cure. Fearful 
will be that remedy; for the stain which you this 
day affix upon the nation is destined to be washed 
out a their blood ! 

_Mr. DICKEY said he wished to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the new missions which were 
included in this deficiency bill. He desired to have 
them stricken out of this bill, in order that they 
might come up for the deliberation and determina- 
tion of this House upon the report made from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. In the annual 
message of the President to Congress at the com- 
mencement of the last session he had not thought 
proper to recommend to his Democratic friends 
upon this floor the institution of these missions. 
They were not then included in the estimates. 
They could not now be deficiencies. They were 
new missions, which were proposed to be insti- 
tuted for the first time, and were included by the 
Secretary of State, upon the suggestion of the Pres- 
ident, in the bill to supply deficiencies, because he 
desired to send out these missions before the present 
fiscal year expired. 

Now, he was not disposed to grant him the per- 
mission to nominate these men at this time, and 
‘o appropriate from the treasury for their outfits 
and salaries. He desired that the House, both sides 
of the House, should discuss upon the report of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs the nature and 
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character of our diplomatic relations with foreign | course with Italy did not equal the amount of com- 


countries, 


He did not know what was the object of the | 


President in his desire to institute this mission to | 


Rome. 


form which had taken place there, and which, to a 
certain extent, no doubt had been of benefit to the 
people. 
the Pope had opened up that country to the Pro- 
testants of this country, that they might propagate 


their religious opinions there; nor could any min- | 


ister whom we might send congratulate the Pope 
upon that reform, upon whatever else he might 
congratulate him. Now, if the object of the Pres- 
ident and his party was to play a political game, 


It might be on account of the political re- | 


But he had been ata loss to perceive that | 


and offer this asa bid for the Catholics of this | 


country, and if his (Mr. D.’s) political friends de- 
sired to play this game too, let them make this a 
full mission. If the object were to congratulate the 
Pope on his reforms, let us send a full embassy 
with full powers. We might find a Protestant from 
this country submissive enough to kneel to his 
Holiness the Pope, and kiss his slippers. Such an 


|| one might be found in the Democratic ranks, no 


doubt; whether now or hereafter he might be found 
in the Whig ranks, was a question for the future 
to determine. 


He was little acquainted with the character of | 
the Jesuits spoken of by both his colleagues, [Mr. | 


Levin, and Mr. C. J. INcERsoLt. |] 
recently come across a lecture delivered in New 
York bya gentleman once distinguished as a Dem- 
ocrat—as editor of the Democratic Review—Mr. 


But he had | 


Brownson, upon the political reforms of the Pope, | 


and the necessity of political reformation in Europe, 
in which he spoke as though the time was coming 


when this reformation would be extended to this | 
| country. And what was the reformation which was | 


ascendency of the Catholics in Europe—while they 


lt was the spiritual 


might be disposed to give secular power to any | 


one who would aid in establishing their religious 
power. 
Now, how far this mission to Rome on the part 


be with the view of working out this unhappy 
problem in this country, he would leave for them 


gested by the President, might | 


to say. He trusted, he hoped, he firmly believed, | 


that there never would come a time in this country 
when this ‘‘ reform’’ should be accomplished. And 


|| yet there was nothing in our State constitutions 
this gross imposition on the intelligence of the || 


which prevented the Catholics, when they got the | 
power, through the ballot-boxes, from establishing | 
the Catholic religion in the States; and when they | 
should have obtained the majority, what security | 


We had heard not |! 


| long since that there had been a conclave of Cath- | 
| olic Bishops assembled in this city to discuss the | 


effects of this Mexican war upon the Church of 


eficial; because, by the annexation of the whole 


of Mexico, by the incorporation of six or seven | 


millions of Catholics among us at once, it would 
give them greatly increased power over the civil 


and religious institutions of our own conntry. We 


| 


| his researches, he had been able to find no commer- 





would probably incorporate some of these Mexi- 
can States into our Union; annex them to this 
country. They might contain not a great deal of 


population, and there might not be a great deal of 


danger to be apprehended from them. But if he 
was correctly informed, the treaty now under con- 
sideration contained a provision to secure, if not to 


establish, the Roman Catholic religion in the two | gl ith 8, 
'| influencing political action by religious opinions, 


States to be annexed. If so, the President, in his 
message communicating the treaty, did not recom- 
mend that that clause should be stricken out; but 
he did recommend that the clause which guaranties 
the rights of individuals to lands granted under 
Mexican power should be stricken out! 
But he had no particular hostility to this mis- 
sion to the Papal States any more than to the other 
new missions which it was proposed to create. 
He said, if it were the mature opinion of this 
House to send a mission to the Pope, to congratu- 
late him upon his political reforms, let it be a full 
mission. He had moved and succeeded yesterday, 
in committee, to strike them all out. 
now, if the motion to reconsider should prevail, to 
move to recommit the bill to the Committee of 


Their decision was that it would be ben- | 


| 


| 


| 


| 
i 
' 
| 
| 
i 


He intended | 


merce we have with Hayti. Yetit was not proposed 
to send a mission to the latter place, because the 
inhabitants of that country happened to be of a 
different class and color. He referred to the ex- 
ceedingly small amount—almost the entire want of 
| our commerce, as shown by the printed tables of 
commerce—with Bolivia, Ecuador, and Guate- 
| mala, little exceeding in its entire value the sum to 
| be appropriated for the outfits and salaries of the 
missions proposed. With reference to Guatemala, 
| he did not know what our commerce might be, 
_ nor whether there might be any. It was well 
| known, that, in 1837, Mr. Van Buren sent a gen- 
| tleman—now celebrated asa traveller—by the name 
' of Stephens, to hunt about and see if he could not 
find some public authorities there. He did not 
succeed in so doing, and he devoted his time to 
researches into the antiquities of Guatemala and 
Yucatan. Now, it might be very interesting to 
send out another minister, at a salary per annum 
of $4,500, and an outfit of $4,500, to busy himself 
in collecting materials foranother book. ‘This was 
the most important public measure which he could 
perceive likely to be accomplished by it. 
Now, as to drawing more closely and intimately 
the bonds of intercourse between the Republics of 
South America and our own, if, when we had 
established those missions there, we did not treat 
them better than we had our sister Republic of 
Mexico, he hoped in God we should never send a 
mission there. We had wrested from Mexico, in 
our friendly intercourse with her, three of her 
States! He did not know but it might be the ob- 
ject of these missions to prepare the way to swallow 
up ull these republics, for that was the Democratic 
doctrine of the present day. 
He asked gentlemen on both sides to strike out 
these missions, that the whole subject might be 
fully considered upon the report of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and it might be provided for, 
if necessary, in the regular appropriation bill for 
the next fiscal year. Let them not attach this 
matter to a deficiency bill making provision for the 
army in Mexico. He intended to vote for this; 
but he was opposed to creating new and unneces- 
sary missions at a time when our resources were 
so exhausted. When in order, he should move to 
| recommit the bill, with instructions to strike out 
| these missions. 
| Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said, he desired 
briefly to address the House, to say what he had 
been prevented from saying the other day when he 
had unfortunately and unintentionally got out of 
order, and was not permitted to go on. 
He should not pursue the general discussion of 
the subject which had been introduced by his 
colleagues from the first and fourth Congressional 
| districts of Pennsylvania. He was opposed to 
the introduction at all, in the consideration of 
/our domestic or foreign relations, of anything 
that bore upon the religious opinions of men. 
| It had never before been made an objection to 
establishing diplomatic relations with foreign coun- 
| tries that their religion was Episcopalian, Luther- 
| an, Catholic; that it was anything, or nothing. 
| We had lately established commercial relations 
with China, whose religion was a religion which 
_weall condemned. It was now, for the first time, 
| in forming amicable relations with foreign coun- 
| tries, that we inquired what the religion of the 
| people might be. It was to this he objected. It 
was to the mingling of religion with politics, and 


| whether in this Hall, in the respective States, or 


'| to the introduction of the two subjects among peo- 


le who live amicably with one another, though 


| Lelding different religious tenets, that he objected. 
| In all countries, wherever the subject of religion 
had been introduced into politics and among the 


| people to influence their action upon politics, it had 


| been an incendiary subject; it had drenched some 
| of the fairest fields in the world with blood—biood 


| shed by the hands of the same people, wherever 
arrayed against each other upon religious sub- 
jects. 


His colleague [Mr. Levin] had asked, whenever 
| the Catholies got control of all the States, what 


| security we would have against their establishing 


Ways and Means, for the purpose of having the | the Catholic religion? There was an old saying, 


whole of these new missions stricken out. In all 


| 


| when the sky falls we will catch larks.””, What 
| security, he would ask, had we that the Method- 


reason for the institution of these || ists, the Episcopalians, the Baptists, the Presby- 


cial or other — 
i missions. He found our whole commercial inter- |! 


terians, might not get the controlling power in this 
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country and establish their own religion ?—a ma- 
jority of whom were increasing much faster in this 
country than the Catholics, with all the importa- 
tions so much talked of from foreign countries. 
Look to the history of the Episcopalians and of 
the Presbyterians, and of other Protestant sects: 
had they not persecuted each other? Had not the 
Episcopalians persecuted the Dissenters in Eng- 
land? Had not the Presbyterians, on our own 
free soil, among the green hills of Massachu- 
setts, persecuted those who dissented from them? 
He said, then, what security have we, if any re- 
ligion should succeed in obtaining the controlling 
power in our land, that its friends will not estab- 
lish it as the law of the land, and persecute all other 
creeds? The security was the spirit of resistance 
to oppression which was now speading in Italy, 
which had spread all over the United States, and 
which he trusted would be diffused all over the 
world; the spirit that caused men to prefer to suf- 
fer death rather than be trammelied by religious 
or political despotism. Another security was, that 


inthe more enlightened and tolerant spirit of the | 


Cliristian religion, and the progress of mind and 
conflicts of opinion, no one religion could acquire 
sufficient strength to override all others. 

But he had risen principally to say a word in 
reference to what his colleague [Mr. Levin] had 
sud relative to the party in the city and county of 
Philadelphia, of which he [Mr. Pom was the 
sole representative on this floor. He said, from 
the course of that gentleman here, that he was 
forming new alliances. He called the southern 
members here to notice the remark of his colleague 
from the first district, which was in character with 
all the other facts and assertions made by that 
honorable gentleman. The extract was long, and 
he could only give the substance of what the gen- 
tleman said on this point. ‘The gentleman refer- 
red to the letter of O’Connell against the slavery 
of the South, and said it was to the action of Jes- 
uits that all the provisoes were owing which had 


been thrown into this Hall—meaning the provisoes || 


against the extension of slavery; for Mr. O’Con- 
nell’s letter referred to the extension of slavery. 
The gentleman said that he and his Native Ameri- 
can friends in Philadelphia had held meetings to 
resist this influence. Meetings were held, he 
granted, by the gentleman and his party, but they 
were not to sustain the South, but to denounce the 
Catholics. It was not the gentleman and his Na- 
tive party that met to repel the Abolition notions 


of O’Connell, but the Democratic party, and | 


among them, and indeed foremost, were many 
Irish Catholic Democrats. This (Mr. B. said) 
he knew, for 


“All of it he saw, 
And part of it he was.”’ 


But he had better — there was no connec- 


tion with the Native Americans and opposition to 
O’Connell’s letter and the provisoes against sla- 
very? He referred to the record of the last Con- 
gress. On the 501st page, the Wilmot proviso 
was proposed, and it appeared that every Native 
American on the floor of this House, including the 
gentieman himself, voted for that proviso. Now, 
he put it to the gentleman whether he and his 
friends on this floor were then under the influence 
of the Jesuits, to whom he said we owed the in- 
troduction of all these provisoes? That was about 
a year ago. But now the gentleman wished to 
change his position and that of his friends, and 
connect themselves with southern feelings and 
southern interests. Yet how did the gentleman’s 
** Native’’ party stand now? 

He had received, within about two weeks, in- 
structions from a very respectable body of gentle- 
men, representing more than half of his district— 
municipal officers, called the Commissioners of 
Spring Garden—all of whom were pure unadul- 
terated Native Americans. They instructed him 
thus. {Here he read the resolution. It requested 
Mr. Brown to use his influence against the ratifi- 
cation of any treaty by which territory should be 
acquired, if slavery or involuntary servitude, ex- 


cept for crime, were not expressly ree i] 


ited.}| Now, had the Jesuits prompted these 
Native American commissioners and friends of his 
colleague to send these instructions into this Hall? 
These were questions which he would like to hear 
answered. ‘The southern gentlemen on the oppo- 
site side, with whom his colleague was about to 
form an alliance, ought to have this explained; 
and it might be, the Native party of Philadelphia, 


E CONGRESSIO 


before they were transferred by the gentleman to 
the South, may want it explained also; certainly 
his (Mr. B.’s) constituents, who had instructed 
him on the subject, ought to know whether they 
were acting under the influence of the Jesuits, or 
were to be transferred to the South as opposed to 
these provisoes. 

His colleague had spoken of the Jesuits attempt- 
ing to drive the Bible out of the public schools, and 
of actually causing it to be burned in the streets. 
He supposed the gentleman to refer, again, to Phil- 
adelphia. 

Mr. LEVIN was understood to say he referred 
mostly to New York. 

Mr. MURPHY, of New York, denied that any- 
thing of the kind had ever taken place in New 
York. 

Mr. BROWN (continuing) said, if his colleague 
had reference to the Bible being burnt in the streets, 


or treated indecorously in Philadelphia, he pro- | 


nounced it altogether untrue. 


No such thing had 
ever occurred there. 


The only desecration he ever 
y 


saw of it was, the gentleman and his party, on the | 
4th of July, carrying the Bible through the streets | 


as a part of their celebration. Once, and once only, 
they did it; for the public indignation was such 
that they did not dare again to do it. 
meaning portion of the community did not want 
it to be desecrated by being paraded through the 
streets by men who paid no attention to its pre- 
cepts, but whose whole conduct was at war with 
the charitable, tolerant, and benign doctrines of its 
authors. 

In reference to the question of introducing the 
Bible into the public schools there, he said that the 
records of the boards of school directors, when the 
quesuon had been agitated, showed that a majority 
of those who voted against it were Protestants, 
and not Catholics. Among those most opposed to 
introducing the Bible into the public schools were 

| those most respected for their religious character 
and conduct. ‘hey said it should not be made so 
common, but that all the religious teachings of the 
young should be by their parents or their chosen 
| spiritual instructors, and notby young school teach- 
ers, selected merely for their literary and scientific 
attainments. He said, therefore, when the gentle- 
man spoke of Jesuits attempting to expel the Bible 
from the public schools, that he spoke against many 
of his own Protestant constituents. All these 
charges against the Catholics of expelling the Bible 
| from the public schools were got up, he believed— 
as the secret circular, to which his colleague had 
| referred, was got up—by those opposed to the 
Catholics, when the stories were manufactured, in 

1840, against Governor Shunk, of trampling upon 

| the American flag, which the gentleman himself did 
not believe a single word of; and yet the gentleman 
found fault with Mr. Buchanan, because, when he 
received a mere printed, unattested circular, he did 
not take solemn action upon it, and lay it perhaps 
before the House of Representatives as proof of 
a conspiracy against our Government. He had 
thought all such complaints against the Jesuits, 
except with a few zealous bigots, had gone down 
to the tombs and were forgotten by everybody, 
except the writers of French novels and their 

| readers. 

He next referred to that part of his colleague’s 
remarks, that charged the riots and bloodshed in 
Philadelphia upon the Jesuits, and said they were 
all chargeable to his colleague and the leaders of 
the Native American party. He referred to their 
calling a Native meeting in the midst of a settle- 
ment of Catholic Irish, and then, in the most out- 
rageous manner, reviling their country and their 
religion, in terms that would have aroused to deeds 
of violence any American, if uttered against his 
religion or his country, ina foreign land. ‘These 
Irish Catholics, with all their religious zeal and 
fiery temper, bore it all, nor offered resistance till 
they thought their dwellings were about to be at- 

tacked by the mob assembled in front of them, and 
who had threatened them; for it was matter of 
history that the first shot was fired in the market- 
house in Seemed where the Native American 
meeting was held. 

He said this first act of blood and arson, and all 
that followed it, was all attributable to his colleague 
from the first district and his followers, but to him 
_most ofall. For some years he had been deliver- 
_ ing temperance lectures in Philadelphia, which, he 
| was free to say, had no doubt done much good, 


‘'and had thus gained the confidence and regard of 
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a large class of citizens, among whom were many 


| he said, turned his influence with these pe 
| political effect, and changed his lectures on te 
| perance to addresses against foreigners, and parti- 








of the Methodist and other religious societies 
When this subject began to fail him, his coll, 
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cularly against Catholics and the Catholic religigy 
spreading throughout the community the most i; ; 
cendiary tirades ever promulgated by any man in 
the darkest ages, and based upon as unfounde| 
charges; nor was it in these addresses alone, 
through a newspaper called the “Sun,” he also 
uttered, from day to day, the outpourings of his 
spirit against the Catholics, unworthy any age and 
any people. 

hus it was that his colleague and his friends 
maddened the minds of their followers, and caused 
all the incendiarism and blood that he charges in |;\s 
remarks upon the Jesuits, and the consequence of 
which was the death of a number of citizens, and 
the burning of a large number of Catholic dwellings 
and two churches—one of them in the second dis. 
trict, whose peaceful inhabitants had never molest- 
ed anybody in the world, and were entirely un- 


| connected with the walks of his colleague from the 


first district and the Native party. 

The story of the tinder-box and matches being 
found in the basement of St. Philip’s church, as 
told by the gentleman, (Mr. B. said,) was a mis- 
erable apology for the gentleman’s declaration that 
it was proof that the members of the church there- 
with intended to set fire to their own church, for 


| the purpose of laying it to the charge of the Native 


American party. Why should they have done this? 
Had not the Catholic churches in Kensington and 
in the city both been fired and burned to ashes 
before this, in the face of the world, by the Native 
Americans? Who had denied this? The gentle- 
man, he said, was hard pushed for an excuse for 
the attack on St. Philip’s church, when he told 
them there was a tinder-box found in its cellar? 

The gentleman also told them of his exploits in 
saving the church and those within it; how he and 
his friend, Thomas D. Grover, had harangued the 
mob assembled for its destruction, and mounted 
the cannon pointed at its walls, which, but for their 
timely interference, would, in a few short minutes 
more, have blown it and all within it to atoms. 
Who brought these cannon there? Were they not 
the Native American party, of whom the gentle- 
man was the acknowledged leader? Why was that 
mob there, to destroy a Catholic church, filled with 
Catholic citizens? Was it not to carry into effect 
the teachings of their leader and his associates? 
Let the world judge. The gentleman said he quell- 
ed the mob—he mounted the cannon—he saved the 
church and those within it! Did he? Then, let 
me ask him, who ever controlled a mob but the 
man who made it? No better testimony could be 
had to prove the author of that mob than to know 
the man who quelled its thirst for arson and blood; 
who, amid its cheering, was carried away in tri- 
umph, mounted on its cannon. 

ut (said Mr. B.) why did the gentleman and 

his friends interfere to save St. Philip’s church? 
They had not interfered to save St. Michael’s nor 
St. Augustine’s. They had not appeared before 
the mob in Kensington, when their guns were 
pointed at the Catholics and their dwellings, though 
they well knew of it all, and by their interference 
could have easily prevented or stopped the burn- 
ings and massacres. He would tell the gentleman 
why he had stopped the destruction of St. Philip’s. 
The public mind had aroused from its lethargy, 
and the people throughout the city, and county, 
and State, had recovered from the paralyzation 
into which the first shock of these unnatural scenes 
and doings had thrown ‘them, and were gathering 
in their might, to bring to justice and punishment 
their authors. Churches and dwellings had been 
laid in ashes, and valuable and innocent lives sac- 
rificed; the mob was increasing in numbers and 
audacity, and its leaders seemed to revel in the 
enjoyment of uncontrolled power of doing evil 
But they saw there was a point beyond which 
they dare not go; and to save themselves, they 
saved St. Philip’s church. Had that church been 
burned, and those in it murdered, he (Mr. B.) 
would tell his colleague from the first district, his 
friends and himself would very probably have 
been elevated to higher places than a seat in Con- 
gress. erent 

In reference to Mr. Levin’s professions in be- 
half of the Native Americans of love of country 
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above party, he said if he had the record here he | 
-ould prove it to the satisfaction of the House and 
‘,e country as Clear as day that from the first rise 
of the party to the present day it had been held in 
the market by its leader, and again and again sold 
to the highest bidder. He could show how the 
leaders had held themselves for sale, and had ac- 
tually sold themselves to the Whig party, like cat- 
tle in the market, transferring their votes by hun- 
jreds and thousands to certain Whig candidates, 
and in return receiving in payment Whig votes for 
certain of their candidates. This bargain and salg 
of the party was too notorious, he said, to need 
proof, and if it did, the records of all the elections 
iy and about Philadelphia for the last few years 
bore ample and shameful evidence of the fact. 

Why, (said Mr. B.,) these very commissioners 
of Spring Garden, who had taken it upon them- | 
selves to instruct him, owed their election to this | 
same bargaining means. Yet, in the face of all 
this, and in the face of his attempt to transfer them | 
now to his new friends of the South, has the gen- | 
tleman the assurance to stand up and say the Na- 
tive Americans love their country better than their | 
yarty ¢ 
In reference to the remarks of Mr Dickey, he 
said he thought the gentleman, in placing his op- 
sition to these missions on the ground that Pres- | 
ident Polk recommended them as a means of buying 
Roman Catholic votes, had taken a course as ob- | 
ectionable as that of his other colleague. The | 
‘President recommended these missions because he 
thought they would subserve the interests of the 
country. ‘The question whether we had commer- 
cial intercourse before we established diplomatic 
relations should not be taken into consideration. 
I: had been the policy of Great Britain not to take 
itinto the account. She had attained her commer- 
cial rank by having her representatives in the dif- 
ferent parts of the world, even before their markets 
were opened, so as to avail herself of the earliest 
advaniages of them, so he thought the United 
Siates oughttodo. Their extended and extending 
commerce—the awakening everywhere over the | 
earth of new sources of commerce, and of new po- 
litical ideas—demanded of them to extend their 
amicable relations far and wide, and have agents | 
wherever an American citizen or an American flag | 
were to be found. The cost was nothing, compared 
to the advantages that would ultimately result to 
them and to the world. 

It was no party political question which was 
involved in these missions. In his district the 
majority of the Catholic vote might belong to the 
Democratic party; yet they were divided, and in 
and about Philadelphia many of them belonged to 
the Whig party. In Ohio the Catholics had been 
arrayed, not long since, against the Democratic | 
party. He appealed to gentlemen from Ohio for 
the correctness of the assertion. They had been 
induced there to think that the Whig party were 
their true friends. This attack, then, upon Mr. 
Polk, that he recommended these missions for the 
purchase of Catholic votes, was gratuitous and 
incendiary. Mr. Polk wanted no votes. It was 
an attempt, therefore, of his colleague from the 
Beaver district, more bitterly to array the parties 
againsteach other. He deprecated this whole sys- 
tem of dragging the religious opinions of men into || 
our political contests; and he could say, that in all 
he had said in the city and county of Philadelphia 
for twenty years past, he had never attempted to 
make political capital out of the religious profes- 
sions and opinions of men. He deprecated that | 
either of his colleagues should have taken this in- 
cendiary position here. If it were all true, as his 
colleague had asserted, that Rome—the Pope, the 





1 








cardinals, and everything else there, were linked || 
their schemes to control us, it was the very reason 
why we should have a minister there to watch at || 
the fountain-head these movements, to acquaint | 
of the Pope. Where were we to send our minis- | 
ters, if not to the places so pregnant for evil or for 
good to our institutions and our people? {| 
colleague [Mr. C,. J. Incersox] had said, looking || 
atthe state of things now in Rome, did not the |, 
Pius in his efforts for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the Italians? But even supposing, as had 

been said, that the Pope proposed no spiritual, 


against our republican institutions, and forming } 
imself with the transactions in the secret conclaves 
But he apprehended no such danger. As his || 

American heart beat in unison with that of Pope | 

and but little political reform, were not hia efforts 


i 
| 
{ 





| 
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to improve the physical condition of his people 


worthy of American sympathy and American sup- 
port?) Where was the American heart that did not 
rejoice to see the Italy of the present day, with all 
its deserted plains and ruined cities—with all its 
Lazzaroni, its sculptors and painters, so sneeringly 
intruded into this debate by his colleague from 
the first district—all rivalling again that Italy of 
classic memory, so dear to every lover of beauty, 
of genius, of liberty, and of greatness ? Where was 
the American citizen who would not rejoice to see 
the Roman soldier again on the threatre of the 
world—not fighting for extended empire, as of 


yore, but fighting for the extension of the empire 


of freedom? 

Mr. COCKE moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and under its operation the 
House refused to reconsider. 
oe question recurring on the passage of the 

lii— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be now put. 

The main question was accordingly put, viz: 
Shall the bill pass? and it was decided in the af- 
firmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bel- 
cher, Birdsall, Black, Blanchard, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, 


For per diem compensation of clerk employed 
} ) 


For contingent expenses of the Pension Office... 
For clerks in the office of the Secretary of War, 








a 





Rr Pee 


For per diem compensation for eight clerks em- 


ployed, and such additional number of clerks 
as the exigencies of the public service may 
require to be employed temporarily by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, with the appro- 
bation and consent of the Secretary of War, 
during the present fiscal year, on bounty-land 
business in the Pension Office, at a rate not 
exceeding $3 33 per day.... 2... .ceeee eevee 15,690 96 

1,000 00 


being an unexpended balance of the appro. 
: f . 2 
priation remaining on the 30th of June for 


UAL PUPPOECs ooccccccvceseccesccsewsesceses 291 8 


| For outfits of chargés des affaires to Naples, the 


Papal States, and the republics of Bolivia, 


Guatemala, and Ecuador..........0.. eeee0s 22,500 00 


| For one quarter’s salary for each of the chargés 


| 


Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, Brady, Bridges, Brodhead, Charles | 


Brown, Burt, Butler, Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, Franklin 


Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williain- | 


son R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crozier, 
Daniel, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett 


| Duncan, Dunn, Edsall, Embree, Alexander Evans, Faran, 


Featherston, Ficklin, Fiournoy, French, Fulton, Gaines, 
Gayle, Goggin, Gott, Green, Willard P. Hall, Moses Hamp- 
ton, Harmanson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, Hill, Elias B. 
Holmes, George S. Houston, Hunt, Inge, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, Irvin, Lverson, Jackson, Jameson, Kobert W. John- 
son, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, 
Siduey Lawrence, Leffler, Lincoln, Lord, Maclay, McCiel- 


| land, MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, 


Marvin, Miller, Morehead, Morris, Mullin, Murphy, Nel- 
son, Nes, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pollock, 
Preston, Putnam, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, Shepperd, Silvester, 


| Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Ste- 


phens, Strong, T'ay lor, Thibodeaux, ‘Thomas, James Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. 


| Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Turner, Venable, Vinton, 
| Warren, White, Wick, Williams, and Woodward—137. 


NAYS—Messrs. Canby, Nathan Evans, Fisher, Giddings, 


Hale, Henry, Hudson, Daniel P. King, Levin, Marsh, Pal- | 


frey, Julius Rockwell, Root, Strohm, and Van Dyke—15. 


} 


So the bill was passed in the following form, to 


wit: 
Beit enacted §c., That the following sums be, and the 

same are hereby, appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the 

appropriations for the service of the fiscal year ending June 

30, 1843, viz: 

For pay of one additional clerk in the office of 
the Fifth Auditor, rendered necessary by the 
increase of light-house business, at #800 per 
annum, from June 1, 1847, to June 3), 1848... 

For extra clerk hire for the setthement of the 
increase of business in the office of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, occasioned by the Mexi- 
can war..... Cercovescceces 6 eae cnsceds eee 

For salary of the judge of the southern district 
of Florida, per act of February 23, 1847, from 
March 3, 1847, to June 30, 1848, at $2,0U0 per 
SOMO so o's's kvectvccces peeesb eves eves 

For salaries of district attorney and marshal of 
the southern district of Florida, per same act, 
from March 3, 1847, to June 30, 1848, at $200 
SUE Oe IN, in bs ins 8b5004 0008s Ssnnnes 

For salaries of the two keepers of the public 
archives in Florida, per act of March 3, 1825 

Provided, That so much of said act of March 3, 
1825, as authorizes the appointment of two 
keepers of the public archives shall be and 
the same is hereby repealed, from and after 
June 30, 1848; and in the mean time it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to cause the said archives to be removed to 
some public office in the State of Florida, to 
be designated by the President of the United 
States, there to be safely kept. 

For expenses of thirty-five light-houses, includ- 
ing oil and other annual supplies, delivering 
the same, and repairing the lighting apparatus 
for four hundred and twenty lamps; salaries 
of thirty-five keepers, at the fixed average of 
$400 per annum ; and also all other expenses 
FOr SIX MONTHS. .... creecsccccccvcsececccece 

For one new floating light, including the keep- 
er’s salary, $650 at and ail other expenses, for 
nine months........ cosecces cecese rece cece 

For additional expenses of sundry new buoys, 
for six months....... pececsenedce évescecees 

For additional expenses of a temporary float 
ing light at Sand Key, Florida, in lieu of the 
light-house destroyed there........... +++... 

For superintendent’s commission on $28,246, 
St: DB) per Cent... .cccccccccce wevscsete Seeaes 

For contingent expenses, under the act for the 
collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
a of the public revenue, of August 

For per diem compensatiun for clerk employed 
iu the Adjutant General’a office....... 


$865 94 


ee fees 





2,661 12 || 


1,500 00 

706 15 || the motion for their reception on the table. He 
| case, and, for that purpose, he would object to the 
5,000 00 ] we me of the 


} 


} 


| 
1} 


| 


| 


j 


i} 
1} 


2,316 00 || 


600 00 | 
i 
i] 
1 


taining much valuable information. 

532 22 || 
1,000 00 || 
|| Library, and ordered to be printed. 


ie ree: 4 
| tion of slavery, and appointing commissioners, 


| 


| lands, with a declaratory act that from anc 
22,740 00 || 





des affaires to the Papal States, Bolivia, Gua- 


ee eT eee 4,500 00 


For salary of the consul at Beyroot, from Au- 


gust 4, 1846, to June 30, 1848..........00085 953 80 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to em- 


ploy such additional number of clerks in the 
office of the Second Auditor (at a per diem of 
not more than $3 33 for each clerk) as are re- 
quired by the exigencies of the service...... 15,000 00 


20,000 00 


For the relief and protection of American sea- 


men in foreign countries. ...... 0.6... 00008: 


ARMY. 

For regular supplies, incidental expenses, and 

transportation in the Quartermaster’s depart- 

GROUE OF WRG GUE so éocen cc cscs cedesteescess 5,000,000 00 
For clothing of the army, camp and garrison 

equipage, including $160,000 for clothing to 

volunteers, in lieu of commutation therefor. . 1,120,000 00 
For subsistence in kind, in addition to $1 ,000,- 


000 appropriated at the present session...... 2,937,939 74 
For pay of volunteers called into service during 

GS HONIG TUORE GOOG a's 0k dcks curs civcces 3,611,000 00 
For medical and hospital department......... 64,500 00 


For purchase of ordnance, ordnance stores, and 


DUPDMNOD ais. Seid d nk 2 hide cWiv esdeeeeviousseds 300,000 CO 
For expense of arbitrating the title to the Pea 

PUN isc wecesrecbecsksddenaetoucs 5,000 00 

Marine Corps. 

Pe ROIs code xe eee at irons Wists anne 16,104 00 
For clothing......... éacdbectvews dvesves sees 36,300 00 
FOE POR i os.cn tines news aidedn deeds. vsdes vicesese 3,777 60 
EE SETS SO acide ce kekeen costenaepeus 3,500 00 
For transportation and expenses of recruiting... 5,000 00 
For Contingencies... oi..scciccse cvosecscesa ‘ 6,000 00 
For paying James Crutchett for lighting the Cap- 

SORE BRE CIDER ic vn6si nesscnceesawnessass 2,000 10 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the sum of $800,- 
000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, for clothing in 
kind to volunteers, for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1849, agreeably to the act entitled “ An act to provide 
clothing for volunteers in the service of the United States,’’ 
approved the 26th of January, 1848; and that so much of 
said sum of $800,000 as the President shall direct, is hereby 
authorized to be applied to the purchase of said clothing 
during the current fiscal year. 


The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 8, 1848. 


Mr. SEVIER presented a geographical and com- 
mercial memoir on the present state, production, 


6,000 00 || trade, and commerce of Siberia, Manchurior, and 


the Asiatic islands of the Northern Pacific Ocean, 
and on the importance of opening commercial inter- 
course therewith. 

Mr. S. characterized the document as one con- 
It was from 
Aaron H. Palmer, a corresponding member of the 
National Institute, and was addressed to the Pres- 
ident. It was referred to the Committee on the 


Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Forwardsville, Virginia, asking Congress 
to consider the expediency of endeavoring to effect 
such change in the laws as shall appropriate the 
proceeds of the public lands in aid of the extinc- 


whose duty it shall be, under such conditions as 


Congress shall prescribe, to purchase and emanci- 
| pate female children born prior to 1856, and making 


annual appropriations on a pledge of said — 

after 
1856 there shall be no hereditary slavery, and all 
born after that date shall be free. 

Mr. W. moved its reference to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. MASON said he had no knowledge of the 
quarter whence this petition had emanated. He 
believed that when petitions of this character were 
presented, it was the practice of the Senate to lay 


hoped that course would be taken in the present 


etition. 
. WEBSTER said he would tell the Senator 


1,000 00 |) that the petition came from his own constitueuts— 
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from the State of Virginia. Of the petitioners he 
had no knowledge; but the object of the petition 
was similar to the proposition made by a distin- 
guished citizen twenty years ago. He had pre- 
sented this petition without saying anything in 
favor or disfavor of it. He was not at all anxious 
ns to the direction which might be given to it; and 
if the Senator from Virginia would take the respon- 
sibility of pointing out the course it should take, 
it would obtain his acquiescence, although he had 
thought it did not come within the rule alluded to 
by the Senator. 

The question of reception was then laid on the 
table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from S. P. 
Arden, asking that exchange periodical publica- 
tions may be exempted from postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Indiana, in favor of making com- 
vensation to the adjutant general of that State for 
1s services in raising and organizing two regiments 
of volunteers for the service of the United States 
in the war with Mexico; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Revolred, Vhatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
Loinquire mito the expediency of establishing a custom-house 
atthe port ot Biloxi, in the county of Harrison, and State 
OF Mississippi. 

Hesslved, Uhat the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


Lo Inquire into the expediency of providing for the erection of 


a ligiht- house onthe west endof Ship istand, situated in the 
Guit of Mexieo, of the coast of Mississippi ; also, for a light- 
honse on said const, at Mississippi City. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to taquire into the expediency of establishing a 
navy-yard at the harbor of “Cat”? and “Ship Isiand,” off 
the coast of Mississippi, for the protection of our merchant 
marine engaged in the commerce of the Gulf of Mexico, 
and for the repair and construction of public vessels. 


On motion of Mr. TURNEY, fifteen hundred 
extra copies of the report of the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office on the petition of 
Herrick Aiken were ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Patent Office. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported House bill to change the name of the 
steamboat Charles Downing to the ** Calhoun,”’ 
without amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to provide a 
free communication across the Eastern Branch, in 
the District of Columbia; which was read a first 
time. 


Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. DOWNS hoped the bills from the House 
might be read and referred; some of them were of 
importance, and particularly that relating to the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. SEVIER would make no objection as to 
that particular bill, but he should certainly object 
to the others being taken up. 

The House bill supplemental to the act entitled 
“An act concerning the Supreme Court of the 
United States,’ approved 17th June, 1844, was 
then read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate then, at twenty minutes past twelve 
o'clock, proceeded to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business, and remained therein until eight 
o'clock, when the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, March 9, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. MURPHY, on leave, presented the memorial 
of the New York Historical Society in relation to 
the manner of taking the next census. Read and 
referred. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill further to supply deficiencies in 
the-appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1848, was passed; and moved the previous 
question thereon. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid on the table. The ques- 
tion having been taken and decided in the attrm. 
ative, the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


Mr. VINTON, on leave, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 


priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of |) 


the Government for the year ending June 30, 1849, 
and for other purposes. Read and committed. 


Mr. BOTTS, on leave, presented a communica- 
tion from the War Department, respecting the pay- 
ment of freight on the remains of deceased officers 
of the army shipped from Mexico. Read and re- 
ferred. 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked leave to introduce 


the following joint resolutions: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause certifi- 
cates to be prepared on parchment of suitable size and with 
appropriate devices, to be presented to each officer, non- 
comitssioned Officer, musician, and private, of the regular 
forces and volunteers, who has served or may serve in the 
present war with Mexico, during the term for which he 
entered the army, or until he has been or shall be honorably 
discharged from the service, which shall be signed by the 
President and sealed with the seal of the War Department, 
and countersigned by the Secretary of War; which certifi- 
cate shall set forth the term of service of the officer, non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, and the battle 
or battles in which he has been or may be engaged, together 
with all special acts of distinguished gallantry performed by 
him in the service. 

Ind be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of the 
President to cause such measures to be taken as he may 
deem most expedient and best calculated to procure correct 
information as to the services of the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, who have served, 


or may serve, in the present war with Mexico, to enable | 


him to carry into effect the foregoing resolution, 

ind be it further resolved, That when any officer, non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, has been, or may 
be, killed in battle, or has died, or may die, in the service, 
the certificate aforesaid shall be presented to his family. 


Mr. STEPHENS objected. This whole sub- 
ject (he said) was now, by resolution of the House, 
before the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. McLANE. Not in this shape. 

Mr. STEPHENS (continuing.) That commit- 
tee will doubtless in due time make a suitable 
report, and put in proper form the sense of this 
House touching the merits and services of all the 
subordinate officers of our army in the battles in 
Mexico. 
he would object to the introduction of such resolu- 
tions as those now offered. 

The resolution was not received. 


SOLDIERS BOUNTY LANDS. 


The SPEAKER announced, as the subject first 
for the consideration of the House, the bill report- 
ed by Mr. Evans, of Maryland, from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, to amend an act entitled “An 
act to raise for a limited time aradditional military 
force, and for other purposes,” approved February 
11, 1847, upon which two questions were pend- 
ing, viz: the question on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Ricuarpson, of Tilinois, and the 
question on the motion of Mr. Gippines, that the 
bill be committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, who was entitled 
to the floor, on appeal by Mr. Brown, of Penn- 
sylvania, yielded to that gentleman for explana- 
tion. 

Mr. BROWN said this was the first time in the 
course of eighteen years’ legislation on this floor 
and elsewhere, that he had asked the opportunity 
to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and remarked, that 
he must state to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that, the question having been announced, no per- 
sonal explanation was in order, 

Mr. BROWN appealed to the gentleman from 
Maryland if he did not give way to him. 

Mr. EVANS replied that he was willing to yield 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, if it did not 
come out of his time. 

Mr. ROOT rose and objected to any personal 
explanation. 

Mr. BROWN said he only asked five minutes, 
and if he went beyond that time, he hoped gentle- 
men would call him to order. 

The SPEAKER repeated that no personal ex- 
planations were in order, and that the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Evans] was entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. BROWN, 
I not in order? 

Mr. EVANS still manifested his willingness to 
yield to the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Mary- 


If the gentleman yields it, am 


|, land yields the floor, he loses bis right to it. 


And until that committee should report, | 








BE. 


r 











| question of order. 
_ gentleman from Maryland had once spoken, an 


| the proper light. 
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Mr. EVANS declined then to yield, and wa 
about to proceed, when— - 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to ‘ 
He made the point that the 


was not again entitled to the floor until every Pen. 
tleman who wished had spoken. rie 

Mr. EVANS said he had not spoken. He hag 
never taken five minutes of the hour of the House 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired of the Chair if the 
gentleman from Maryland had not spoken ? 

The SPEAKER replied that he had not upon 
the immediate pending question. 

Mr. EVANS then took the floor, and, before 
proceeding with his remarks, said he desired that 
the report made by the Committee on Public Lands, 
accompanying this bill, should be read. [t was 
very short. 

The report was read at the Clerk’s desk, 

Mr. BROWN again rose, and desired to address 
to the gentleman from Maryland a question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maryland give way? 

Mr. EVANS yielded for this purpose. 

Mr. BROWN wished to put himself before this 
House, before his constituents, and the country, in 
He wished to put to the gentle- 
man from Maryland a question connected with 
what took place in the House yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. Unless the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania apply to the subject 
under consideration, it is not competent for the 
gentleman from Maryland to give way to them. 

Mr. McLANE rose to a point of order. He 
wished to submit to the Chair whether or not the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had the right to ask 
the gentleman from Maryland whether such or 
_ a passage occurred upon this floor yester- 

ay? 

The SPEAKER. If it relates to the question 
before the House. If not, it is out of order. 

Mr. EVANS resumed the floor, and caused to 
be read the 9th section of the act of the last session 
of Congress giving bounty lands to non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, in the war 
with Mexico. 

Now (Mr. E. said) by the construction which 
had been put upon this act by the War Department, 
which the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Poiiock] the other day seemed to think not 
warranted, but which seemed to him (Mr. E.) a 
very fair construction, these non-commissioned of- 
ficers, musicians, and privates—no matter how they 
had distinguished themselves; no matter how freely 
they had poured out their blood in Mexico; no 
matter what sacrifices they had made in leaving 
their country and going into a far distant land; no 
matter by what merit or on account of what ser- 
vice they had received their promotion—by the 
very fact of promotion lost their 160 acres of land. 
This was the decision of the department—and a 
very correct decision he thought it was—upon this 
act of the last Congress. Yet nothing could be 
ae than that, when the soldier had served 

is whole term of enlistment except within a few 
days, and was promoted, nothing could be more 
just than they should receive their bounty lands. 
As was said by the honorable gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. Ricnarpson] the other day, there had 
been cases where soldiers had actually been com- 
on to accept promotions which they would not 

ave done had they known that such would have 
been the construction of the department. 

This bill was similar in its character to the bill 
reported by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
The bill from the Committee on Military Affairs— 
which the gentleman from Indiana {Mr. Wick] 
said he drew up—provided substantially for the 
very same matter provided for by this bill from the 
Committee on Public Lands. They differed slight- 
ly in their form. He had seen the other bill, and 
from a careful examination of it, he preferred the 
bill reported by him from the Committee of Public 
Lands, and therefore he could not consent to sub- 
stitute the other for this. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Pot- 


| Lock] had spoken of the soldiers of the last war— 


the war of 1812—and inquired why they were not 
provided for. It was his (Mr. E.’s) impression 
that they were provided for by divers acts. But if 
they had not been provided for, it should be done 
by a separate bill. However, he had not intended 
to occupy the time of the House, and he should 
conclude with a motion which he intended as 0° 





1848: 


ynkindne 
purpose ' 
pill, and 
who hav 
of Mexi 
should n 
the previ 
The p 
Mr. T 
ul dersto 
was deet 
by the | 
explain | 
bill if it 
opinion 
itto pror 
also to? 
of doing 
delayed- 
By his 
non-com 
who wa: 
United $ 
pany, or 
than twe 
and rec 
or warri 
And in 
commis 
dischar¢ 
or warr 
rules w! 
provide 
viceof | 
provisic 
togivea 
Mr. | 
from MW 
such a 
would t 
Mr.’ 
tleman 
the ame 
vote it ¢ 
The | 
Mississ 
The pe 
it simp 
bill of 
gentlen 
of ane 
Mr. 
Mississ 
side by 
bill to 
last we 
always 
to vote 
when 
measul 
Mr. 
to stray 
operate 
do jus 
in the. 
time to 
anothe 
on thei 
more a 
of the 
could | 
and th 
go furt 
cial or 
Mr. 
that tl 
to the ¢ 
the ge 
irreley 
Mr. 
be refe 
tied o 
Mr. 
Mary! 
the hie 
ation, 
assure 
so 1 s 
be me 
passag 
Mr. 
from 
his pr 
cept it 











1848. _ 


onkindness to any one in this House, but for the 


ourpose of bringing the House to a vote on the 
jill, and thereby doing justice to the gallant men 
who have served their country on the battle-fields 
of Mexico. There was no reason why the bill 
chowld not be now passed, and therefore he moved 
the previous question. 

The previous question was not seconded 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, if he 
ynderstood the bill, it was designed to give what 
was deemed a proper construction to a law passed 
by the last Congress. He proceeded further to 


Ts 


explain What he understood to be the effect of the | 


pill if it should be agreed to, and expressed the 
opinion that it should be so changed as to confine 
it to promotions less than field officers. He desired 
aiso to make another amendment, for the purpose 
of doing another act of justice which had been long 
delayed—he alluded to the soldiers of the last war. 


By his amendment he proposed to give to each | 


non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, 
who was regularly mustered into the service of the 


United States as a member of any volunteer com- | 


pany, or company of rangers or militia, for not less 
than twelve months’ service during the war of 1812, 
and received an honorable discharge, a certificate 
or warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
And in the event of the death of any such non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, after his 
discharge and before the issuing of the certificate 
or warrant, it should be issued according to the 
rules which govern the descent of bounty land as 
provided in the act of February 11, 1847. For ser- 
viceof less time thana year he wished to make other 
provisions; for three months’ service he proposed 
togiveacertificate or warrant for forty acres of land. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND entreated the gentleman 
from Mississippi not to encumber this bill with 
such a provision as that indicated, inasmuch as it 
would inevitably defeat the bill itself. 

Mr. THOMPSON was of opinion that the gen- 
tleman from Llinois would vote for the bill and for 
the amendment also, and be one of the last men to 
vote it down. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Mississippi that his amendment was not in order. 
The pending bill was declaratory in its character— 


Mr. R. proceeded. The proviso to the ninth 


section of the act granting bounty lands to non- 


commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, is 
as follows: 

“* Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall 
be construed to give bounty lands to such volunteers as were 


accepted into the service and discharged without being 
marched to the seat of war.’ 


Now, by the construction given to this proviso, 
if a soldier dies the day before he reaches the seat 
of war, his family are not entitled to the bounty of 
land. If, upon his way to the seat of war, a soldier, 
in the discharge of his duty, becomes sick, and is 
discharged, he is not entitled to this bounty. 

Mr. MOREHEA D took the liberty of suggesting 
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricuarpson} 
that he was slightly mistaken as to the construction 
that had been given to this section of the law. He 


| knew that it was now settled that any volunteer 


regularly mustered into service, and marched from 
the place of rendezvous, who was discharged for 
sickness incurred in the time of his duty, before 
actually reaching the seat of war, came within the 
provision of the law, and was entitled to bounty 
land; he had the written opinion of the Secretary of 


|| War to this effect. 


bill of 1847, whereas the amendment which the | 


gentleman from Mississippi proposed to offer was | 


of an entirely different character. 


Mr. McCLERNAND said the gentleman from | 


Mississippi had asked him if he would not stand 
side by side with that gentleman in support of a 
bill to give bounty lands to the volunteers of the 
last war; to that he replied that such measures 
always received his support, and he was prepared 
to vote for such a bill at a proper time, but not 
when it would have the effect of strangling the 
measure now pending. 

Mr. THOMPSON denied that his object was 
to strangle this measure. He was desirous to co- 


operate with those who were evidently so eager to | 


do justice to the meritorious men who had served 
inthe Mexican war; but he desired at the same 
time to couple with it a provision to do justice to 
another class of men, who also had strong claims 
ontheir country. However, perhaps it would be 
more advisable to refer the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where it 
could be amended so as to accomplish his purpose 
and the desire of the friends of this bill. He would 
go further still, and vote to make the bill the spe- 
cial order for some particular day. 

Mr. EVANS begged to remind the gentleman 
that this was merely a declaratory act; it related 
to the construction of a particular act; and he hoped 
the gentleman would not embarrass it with any 
irrelevant motion 

Mr. THOMPSON still insisted that it should 
be referred, that it might be seen whether it car- 
ried out their intentions. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
Maryland seems to fear that the amendment I had 
the honor, when this bill was last under consider- 
ation, to propose, may retard or defeat the bill. I 
assure the gentleman that if [ thought it would do 
so | should not urge it, for I am sure no man can 
be more satisfied than I am of the necessity of the 
passage of some such law upon this subject. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said the gentleman 
from Ilinois is entirely mistaken. I am satisfied 


'S proposed amendment is proper, and would ac- 
cept it if I could. 





| 
| 





| certain that a different construction had been given | 


| that such a construction has been given. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I was not aware that 
the construction, such as the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has stated, had been given tothe act. [am 


to the act at the opening of the session of Con- 
gress. Ican say, however, that | am glad to learn 
1 am 


| satisfied that itis in accordance with the spirit of 





| the law. 1 
is this: In many cases individuals were willing | 


| proposed the amendment. 


My object in proposing the amendment 


to go as field officers; they went to the place of 


| rendezvous, and when they became satisfied that 
| they could be elected to a field office, enlisted as 


privates, and were elected to a field office, never 
performing a day’s service asa private. And now 


| [ submit if it is necessary or poner to give to these 


men the bounty of land, while all of the other offi- 


| cers are denied such bounty? 


If a person in good faith entered the service as 
a non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, 


'and afterwards was promoted, he should not be 
itsimply prescribed a construction for part of the || 


deprived of this bounty; but, if he entered the ser- 
vice with an understanding that he was to be pro- 
moted, and was notto serve as a private, then he is 


| not and should not be entitled to this bounty. In | 


many of the States the companies were mustered 
into the service, having elected no other officer 
than a captain. Immediately after the enlistment, 
the other officers were elected. In some of the 


| States the companies were fully officered before 


their enlistment. By the bill, without any amend- 
ment, the law would operate unequally, and, in my 
opinion, unjustly. When the officers were elected 
alter the enlistment of the company, they, by the 
present bill, would get this bounty. When the 
company was fully officered, before its enlistment, 
the officers would not get this bounty. It is to 
obviate this difficulty and inequality that | have 
There are cases that 


i| 


| sought in reporting it. 


need legislative aid. My colleague (Mr. McCier- | 
NAND] referred to one, the other day, when this | 


bill was under discussion. There are many others, 


| not only from Illinois, but from half the States of 
In cases where privates or non-com- | 


this Union. 
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missioned officers have served as such nearly tieir || 


entire time of enlistment, and then been promoted, 
it is right and proper to give them this bounty: 


they have earned it rightly, earned it in hard ser- || 


vice for the country. IL hope the bill, with some 
amendment that will limit it to these meritorious 
cases, may pass. 


| 


Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. HALL, 


Mr. RICHARDSON, and Mr. MOREHEAD took 
art. 

Mr. BOYD said he had not risen to make a specch 
upon the bill, but simply for the purpose of sug- 
gesting an amendment restricting its benefits to offi- 
cers below the grade of field offivers. He thought 





— 447 


battle of Buena Vista, they had great difficulty in 
finding officers for companies who had lost every 
officer in action; because men who had served in 
the ranks, and thereby earned their bounty lands, 
were unwilling to accept commissions, because 
they would lose their land. The bill ought to pass, 
but Mr. R. was for limiting its operation in such a 
manner as to do justice to all. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, advocated the refer- 
ence of the bill, but not to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, which was the 
worst place in the world for perfecting the details 
ofa bill: he thought it ought to go to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, who would have time and 
opportunity maturely to consider the whole sub- 
ject. They would examine the original law as 


well as the construction put upon it at the Pension 


Office, and when they had maturely digested the 
best shape for it to take, could report a suitable hill 
to the House. The original bill intended that all 
soldiers and non-commissioned officers, serving 
out their time and getting an honorable discharge, 
should get bounty land; though it contained a pro- 
viso that ifthey did not reach the seat of war they 
should not be entitled to it; but that proviso was 
thought to work injustice, and it was rescinded. 

Mr. J. thought the bill in its present shape very 
objectionable, and not likely to secure the object 
He argued from the words 
of the bill that while those who had been elected 
from the ranks to the commission of field officers 
would get their land, those promoted to be only 
captains and lieutenants would get none—the pri- 
vates who took their places would get land, while 
others who were mustered the very next day would 
get none. 

Mr. EVANS said that was the very thing in- 
tended. Under the original act officers got no land 
at all, it was given to privates only. This bill was 
introduced expressly to correct that evil. 

Mr. JONES (resuming) said, that should the 
bill become a law in its present form, it would 
give rise to constructions at the Pension Office that 
would occasion ten times as much dissatisfaction 
and complaint as existed now. So great was the 
difficulty of filling vacancies among company offi- 
cers who fell on the field, that many companies 
from his portion of the country continued to be 
commanded often by second lieutenants to the end 
of their term of enlistment. Mr. J. thought the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,| which restricted the ben- 
efits of the bill to privates promoted at the actual 
seat of war, calculated to create an invidious dis- 
tinction, and confine the bounty of the Govern- 
ment to a favored few. Some regiments had gone 
to the seat of war in companies, and their field 
officers were elected there: these would get land, 
while the captains and lieutenants of their com- 
panies would be entitled to none. The bill needed 
to be revised and amended by a committee. He 
thought the Government ought to give the bounty 
to all the officers or to none. The law in its pres- 
ent shape would present great difficulties of con- 
struction, and give rise to multiplied complaints. 

Mr. BLACK obtained the floor, and was about 
to address the House, when 

Mr. HUNT inquired of the Chair whether the 
morning hour had not expired ? 

The CHAIR replying in the affirmative, 

Mr. HUNT moved that the House proceed to 


| the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
| table. 


it would be best to restrict the operation of the bill | 


to the lower grades of officers in the army. 


Mr. RICHARDSON said he had no objection 


to such an amendment—all he wanted was to set || 
He was not opposed to the bill; he | 


himself right. 
was strongly in its favor. He knew well the need 
there was for such a provision as it contemplated. 
The case which had been referred to by his col- 
league (Mr. THompson] was one which had repeat- 
edly occurred during the present war. After the 


The CHAIR stated that the first business on 
the Speaker’s table was the Executive veto on the 
harbor bill. 

After a brief desultory conversation, 

Mr. HUNT withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BLACK, said it was impossible that the 
House could act on a bill of this character with- 
out doing great injustice to one class of persons or 
another, unless it were deliberately considered and 
fully matured by a suitable committee. Mr. B. 
was for securing the land bounty to every volun- 
teer officer. That would do justice to all. He 


| was not in favor of any improper and invidious 


discriminations. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, observed that he had 


| not been in the habit of troubling the House by 
| remarks of his, but it happened that he represent- 
| ed here a Congressional district from which more 


volunteers had gone to this Mexican war than from 
any other in the whole’ country, and on that ac- 
count it was fit and proper that he should saya 
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few words on a bill of thischaracter. If any gen- 
tleman doubted the correctness of what he had 
stated, let him go to the record and he would find 
it to be true; if not, Mr. S. should then be ready 
to make to him the amende honorable. His district 
had sent two regiments to fight the battles of the 
country, and it was ready to send two more, if 
they were needed. Mr. S. might say, in relation 
to his own action in regard to these volunteers, that 
in an early stage of the proceedings of Congress 
in regard to the war, Mr. 8. had given notice of 
his intention to introduce a bill to provide for the 
very cases contained in the present bill. But be- 
fore he had had an opportunity to bring in the bill, 
the Committee on Military Affairs had reported 
one for the same objects. 

Mr. S. was in favor of the bill reported from the 
Military Committee and also from the Committee 
on the Public Lands. He thought that the amend- 
ment which had been moved by his colleague 
{Mr. Rictarpson] was just in its principle; he 
went for the distinction it contained; but certainly 
it would be gross injustice to exclude from the 
benefit of the land bounty private soldiers who for 
merit had been promoted to commissions on the 
field. Mr. S. concurred in the belief that the con- 
siruction put upon the original bill at the Pension 
Office was wrong; but he had an amendment 
which he proposed to offer, which in its results 
would confer more benefits and on more men than 
the present bill. It had regard to many cases which 
were continually occurring in the new States. 

There were many men in his district, who, prior 
to going into the service, had made improvements 
on Government lands, which they had not been able 
to pay for; and after having served out the term for 
which they entered the army, they have been pre- 
vented entering the lands which they had made 
valuable by their toil and sweat, by the construc- 
tion given by some of the sive allen to the 
laws, granting them bounty lands. 

Mr. 8S. said, the main object he had in rising was 
to propose an amendment, which was highly im- 
portant to all the soldiers who went from the States 
in which there were public lands. It was to enable 
those entitled to locate these bounty land warrants 
to do so, in tracts of forty or eighty acres, as they 
might deem most for their interest. 

Mr. S. would like to move this as a new section 
to the bill; but, as he presumed that would not 
now be in order, he would propose itas an amend- 


ment to the amendment offered by his colleague. | 


He held it to be proper to allow these soldiers to 


enter their land in tracts of eighty and of forty | 


acres, and not require them to take their one hun- 
dred and sixty acres allin a body. Would gen- 
tlemen force these brave and faithful men to take 


wll their bounty in woodland or all of it in prairie? | 


He presumed not. By allowing them to enter it 
in smaller tracts, the amendment would go to ben- 
efit a hundred men where the bill as it now stood 
would benefit one. 

Mr. EVANS said, that there was a bill for this 
very purpose now before the Land Committee. 

Mr. SMITH replied, that that was very pos- 
sible—so there were many other bills before the 
committees of the House which might never be- 
come laws. Mr. 8S. was for embracing the present 
moment: he wanted this provision, not in the shape 
of a separate bill, to be reported at some future 
day, but to have it added now as an amendment to 
a bill which was on the way to its passage. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. Smiru, that since 
the offering of the amendment of his colleague, 
{Mr. Rierrarnpson,} a motion had been made to 
commit the bill. No further amendment was in 
order till that motion was decided. 

Mr. Smitru’s amendment was as follows: 

‘And that the land warrants for military services in the 
present war with Mexico, issued in pursuance of the Sth 
section of the act of February 11, 1847, to raise, for a limited 
time, an additional military force, and for other purposes, 
may be located by the warrantee, or his heirs at law, in 
forty or eighty acre tracts, at any land office in the United 
ftiates, upon any of the public lands in such district subject 
to private entry, or upon any lands improved by the war- 
rantee, or his heirs at law, or to which he or his heirs may 
have secured a preémption right; and the provisions of this 
section shall apply to the cases provided for in this act.” 

A brief conversation ensued between Mr. FICK- 
LIN and Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said it appeared 
to him that the House did not look at this matter 
in a correct light. Many of them seemed to regard 
itasa bill brought in here to cover a very large 
number of cases. Now the fact was that the bill, 
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whenever it passed, would not apply to more than | in the section should be construed to give boyy 


three or four hundred cases at most. Its object 
was only to supply a defect in the bill of the last 
session; or, more justly, it was a declaratory act— 
declaratory of the intent and meaning of the act of 
the last session, because from the very terms and 
language of that act these very cases were embraced 
therein, when by the construction of the depart- 
ment they were put out, and thereby this bill was 
rendered necessary. 

The motion had been made to refer this bill to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. Why, the 
proposition to refer to another standing committee 
was nothing more than a reflection upon the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands, who had reported it. He | 


would like to know what peculiar and superior 
right the Committee on Military Affairs had to the 
consideration of this subject. if related equally to 
the business of each. He would like to as 
was the opposition to this bill ? 
other side could reproach this side bitterly. The 
opposition was not on the other side. 
among the Democracy. 


where 


If there were those who 


wanted to defeat it, let them get up and say so | 


boldly, openly. He asked, therefore, that the bill 
might be voted upon by yeas and nays. 

This was no extraordinary bill; it was merely 
declaratory of the act of last session. It was true 
that there was a defect in the bill as reported, but 
it was a defect which was amply supplied and pro- 
vided against by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Illinois. He said let this bill pass as it 
stood. It provided for all the cases for which it 
intended to provide; and let these other cases 
which it was sought to provide for come up in 
some separate bill. He knew that every time the 
loaded a bill in this House with additional amend- 


risk of wearying the House until the most just and 
righteous act was sacrificed here. 
the yeas and nays, and he hoped that the bill might 


its of the bill. 
on Military Affairs had reported a bill which was 
identical with the bill before the House. It seemed 


the committee, or rather to a different committee, 


| was to produce delay and to defeat the bill. The 





bill and amendments as they were now presented— 
as every man could see by examining them—made 
ample provision for granting justice to those brave 
and patriotic citizens who had gore to war, and at 


| the same time effectually guarde:: -he public treas- 


of passing this measure. 


ury. 
amen the motion he was about to make; for 
he did not want the Whigs to have all the honor 
He demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. HASKELL appealed to the gentleman to 


| withdraw his demand for a few moments, to allow 


him to makea few very brief suggestions, which he 
thought would remove the difficulties under which 
gentlemen labored with reference to this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion on a pledge 
from Mr. H. that he would renew it. 

Mr. HASKELL said he thought he had a propo- 
sition which, if this House would adopt it, would 
enable them to dispose of this whole matter intel- 
ligibly, and in a manner to meet the views of all. 

| He held in his hand a substitute for the bill, which 
he had lately drawn up, and which he wished to 
have read for the information of the House. 


|The proposed substitute was read by the Clerk, | 


and declared that promotion should be considered 
equivalent to an **honorable discharge,’’ and re- 


ealed the proviso in the bounty-land law of the | 


ast session. } 


Mr. H. said he understood that the great object | 
sought to be accomplished by this bill was to give | 
to each officer who was elected after having enlist- | 
ed asa private the bounty lands which were offered | 
The decision of the | 
Now, if the bill | 


as an inducement to enlist. 
department excluded the officers. 
which he proposed should be taken by the House 
as a substitute for the bill reported, it explained 


certain and sure guide to the department in making 
its decision. It covered all cases; it covered the 
case of every individual who had been mustered 
into the service of the United States as a private, 
and who had been subsequently promoted. ; 
The proviso which this bill proposed to repeal 
was this. [He read the proviso of the act of the 
| last session, which provided that nothing contained 





Gentlemen on the , 


It was | 


ments they endangered the bill itself, or ran the | 
He called for || 
be sustained, and the question taken upon the mer- || 


He understood that the Committee | 


to him, then, that the object of referring it back to | 


He called upon Democrats to sustain it, and | 


the act of 11th February, 1847, and operated as a— 
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| lands to such volunteers as had been mustered ine, 
service and discharged without being marched t, 
the seat of battle.] This proviso was manifest]. 
unjust. If the private was mustered into the ia 
| vice of the United States he might contract i 
before he marched one mile from the place of i 
| dezvous; and if he was taken sick and died befors 
he reached the seat of war, he died as much jn th. 
service of his country as if he fell by the bullets o 
the enemy. This proviso was wrong on its very 
face. The bill which he offered covered all classes 
of cases, and rendered unnecessary all the manifo\q 
/ amendments which had been suggested to the }jjj 
under consideration. 
‘|| Mr. HARALSON inquired, whether the sy). 
stitute embraced cases of promotion in the regular 
army ? : 
Mr. HASKELL. There are no such promo. 
tions in the regular army. 
| Mr. HARALSON entertained a different opinion, 
| 


Mr. HASKELL, in compliance with his pledge 
renewed the demand for the previous question, 
| In reply to inquiries by Messrs. THOMPSON 
| of ee and McLANE— 
|, . The SPEAKER stated that the previous ques. 
\| tion, if sustained, would cut off the motion to refer, 
,and bring the House to a direct vote—first, upon 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, and 
next on the engrossment of the bill. 

_ Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, before the ques. 
tion on seconding the demand for the previous 
question was taken, wished to raise a question of 
order, which was, perhaps, as pertinent here as i; 
would be in any place. He did not make it, hie 
remarked, because he was opposed to the bill. He 
intended to vote for it. It was this: that as the bill 
made an appropriation of lands, and in its alternate 
provisions also made an appropriation of money, 
it must, under the rules of the House, go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
unless two-thirds of the House voted that itshould 
be passed now; and, this being the case, if the pre- 
vious question were suaieal, would it not—in- 
stead of bringing the House to a direct vote upon 
| the amendment, and then upon the engrossment of 
| the bill, which would otherwise be the main ques- 
| 


| 
| 
| tone the House to vote first upon the refer 
ence? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the 
|| gentleman from Alabama and the House, that, in 
|| case this bill involved upon its face an appropria- 
| 


| tion of money, the previous question, if sustained, 


| would bring the House to vote upon the reference 
| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. The Chair did not, however, regard this 
| as a bill which necessarily went to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. There 
‘|| was hardly a bill which came before the House 
| which did not necessarily involve some expendi- 
|| ture; yet, if it did not on its face contain an appro- 
|| priation of money, it was not required to go tothe 
‘| committee. There was no rule which required 
|| that a bill which made an appropriation of the pub- 
| lic lands should be referred, nor was there any 
|, precedent for it. The rule, moreover, required 
| that all proceedings touching the appropriation of 
|| money must be first discussed in Committee of the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union. If this, then, 
|| was an appropriation bill, the whole discussion had 
'| been out of order. The Chair, however, regarded 
|| this as a mere declaratory act, explanatory of the 
act of last session, giving a construction to that act 
contrary to the construction given to it by the De 
partment of War. He was, therefore, of the opin- 
ion, that if the previous question were sustained, 
it would cut off the motion to refer, and bring the 
House to a vote—first upon the amendment, and 
then upon the engrossment of the bill. : 
Mr. HOUSTON—remarking that he believed 
that it had been the universal practice of the House, 
whenever the public property was to be appro- 
coven, to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
‘hole on the state of the Union, and that every 
consideration which would produce a rule requir 
ing appropriations of money to go to the Commit: 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union would 
also require a bill appropriating the oo property 
is there—appealed from the decision of the 
i air. 
| Se SE eennS moved to lay the appeal 0? 
|| the table. 
|| The question being taken, was decided in the 
\) affirmative. 
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